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FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2026
9:30 AM • McALLEN CONVENTION CENTER 

700 CONVENTION CENTER BLVD., McALLEN, TX 78501

Rio Grande Valley
Brownsville, Elsa, Edinburg, Riverview, Tres Lagos
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Welcome

Alumni Speech

Campus College Reveals

Scholarship Presentations

Senior Thank You Speeches

Contract Signing and Celebration

College Signing Day is a celebration recognizing our scholars’ achievements 
as they proudly reveal the college or university they will attend this fall. 

Additionally, this event marks an important accomplishment for IDEA students, 
many of whom will be the first in their families to attend college. These 

students have beaten many odds, and their decision to attend and finish 
college marks a significant change in the trajectory of their lives.

From tearful speeches to the roar of the crowd, no event represents every 
family’s hopes and dreams more than College Signing Day. Though each 

senior is embarking on their own journey to and through college, the lessons 
and memories they have gained during their time with IDEA will remain with 

them for a lifetime.

PROGRAM

Equipo y Familia,  
Bienvenidos a mi evento favorito de IDEA del año: 
¡College Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day es una tradición de IDEA como 
ninguna otra. Comenzó como una promesa de IDEA a los 
padres: “Su hijo irá a la universidad”. Hoy, en todo el Valle 
del Río Grande, San Antonio, el área metropolitana de 
Austin El Paso y Tarrant County, CSD es una oportunidad 
para que nuestros alumnos de ultimo grado anuncien un 
compromiso significativo y para que nuestras escuelas 
y comunidades celebren todo lo que condujo a este 
momento alegre y crucial.  

Así que, si quieres sentirte inspirado, estás en el lugar 
correcto.  

Si quieres sentirte esperanzado sobre el futuro de nuestra 
comunidad, nuestro país y nuestro mundo, quédate con 
nosotros.  

Si el día de hoy, estás aquí para apoyar a tu propio 
estudiante, no te sorprendas si estás gritando por uno que 
jamás habías conocido. 

En todos los campus de IDEA, los 3,390 miembros de la 
Clase de 2026 han logrado más de 15,523 aceptaciones 
en colegios y universidades de todo el país. Hoy 
aprendemos hacia dónde se dirige cada uno.  

Si bien este momento es una especie de culminación, 
también representa un nuevo comienzo para los 
estudiantes que han trabajado tan duro para llegar aquí. 
Tantas oportunidades, aventuras, experiencias y desafíos 
por delante.  

Por ahora, este es un día de celebración. Para cada 
estudiante de último año que declara su elección de 
universidad en este escenario, también celebremos y 
agradezcamos a los maestros, consejeros, directores, 
padres, hermanos, abuelos, mentores, empleadores, 
vecinos, amigos y todos los demás que han apoyado a 
estos estudiantes.  

Clase 2026: ¡Felicidades! Vas a ir a la universidad.

SUPERINTENDENT
LETTER FROM THE

Team & Family,  
Welcome to my favorite IDEA event of the year—College 
Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day is an IDEA tradition unlike any other. 
It began as IDEA’s promise to parents: “Your child will go 
to college.” Across the Rio Grande Valley, San Antonio, 
the Austin metro area, El Paso and Tarrant County, CSD is 
an opportunity for our seniors to announce a meaningful 
commitment and for our schools and communities to 
celebrate everything that led up to this joyful and pivotal 
moment.  

So, if you want to feel inspired, you’re in the right place.  

If you want to feel hopeful about the future of our 
community, our country, and our world, stick around.  

If you came to cheer on your own student today, don’t be 
surprised if you’re screaming for one you have never met.    

Across IDEA’s schools, the 3,390 members of the Class 
of 2026 have achieved over 15,523 acceptances to 
colleges and universities across the country. Today we 
learn where everyone is headed.  

While this moment is a culmination of sorts, it also 
represents a new start for the students who have worked 
so hard to get here. So many opportunities, adventures, 
experiences, and challenges lie ahead.  

For now, this is a day for celebration. For every senior 
who declares their college choice on this stage, let’s also 
celebrate and be grateful for the teachers, counselors, 
principals, parents, siblings, grandparents, mentors, 
employers, neighbors, friends, and everyone else who has 
supported these students.  

Class of 2026: Congratulations! You’re going to college. 

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & Superintendent 

IDEA Public Schools
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IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
LEADERSHIP

LAYNE FISHER
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF OPERATIONS 

& CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & SUPERINTENDENT

RYAN D. BENETT JESSICA HESS

CODY GRINDLE

CHIEF TALENT 
OFFICER

CHIEF GOVERNANCE 
OFFICER

PRESIDENT

COLLEEN STEARNS, Ed.D.
CHIEF ACADEMIC  

OFFICER

BETHANY SOLISALEJANDRA LOYA
CHIEF COLLEGE 

OFFICER
CHIEF OF STAFF

DOLORES GONZALEZ
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 

OF PRE-K-16

JILL DOMINGUEZ
AREA SUPERINTENDENT, 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

REGIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RIO GRANDE VALLEY

Alyssa L. Romero, Board Chair
Maria Antonia Chapa
Marissa Emma Falcon
Cerise R. de Garduno

Zulieda Lopez-Habbouche
CJ Sanchez

Dr. Marcos Silva
Jesus (Jesse) Zepeda

Collin Sewell, Chair
Ed Rivera, Vice-Chair and Secretary

Erich Holmsten, Treasurer
Al Lopez, In Memoriam

Naj Atkinson 
Theresa Barrera-Shaw

Nanette Cocero

David Dunn
Stacy Eng

Ryan Green
Gary Lindgren

Lilya Matos
Connie Miner

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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SCAN AND SHARE YOUR 
CSD MOMENTS—

SEE YOURSELF ON 
THE SCREEN!
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THANKS TO OUR 
SPONSORS

SCHOLARSHIP GAP SPONSOR

PENNANT SPONSOR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Abel Gonzalez
Instant Balloon Stands

THANKS TO OUR 
COLLEGE PARTNERS
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SENIORS, 
DID YOU KNOW?

The IDEA Alumni Success Team 
is here to support you through your college journey!

Follow us!
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR GRADES K – 12

APPLY NOW!

THE ROAD

BEGINS AT

IDEA!
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA BROWNSVILLE!

Loaie Adada
Anthony Roy Aguilar
Priscila Abigail Aguirre
Christian Daniel Ahumada
Jamie Alvear
Steven Martin Becker
Andrew Benavidez
Madison Bump
Rodolfo Casares
Enrique Castilla
Karolina Castillo
Josiah Cazares
Luis Cepeda
Maria Fernanda Chapa
Javier Codina
Abdaly Yazmyn Contreras
Omar Cordoba
Mario Davila
Martin De La Garza
Danilo Casas Famy
Rayyan Farooqui
Liliana Galaviz
Melanie Liliana Gallardo Cuervo
Francisco Gamez
Axel Garcia
Cielo Nicole Garcia
Rosa Garcia
Antonio Damian Garza
Arissa Giron
Lily-Rose Glenn
Mia Arianna Gonzales
Saul Gonzalez
Felipe Gonzalez Garcia
Ada Granja
Mario Grimaldo Araiza
Cesar Rubell Gurrola
Aurora Margarita Hernandez
Carlos Hernandez
Jazleen Hernandez
Oscar Hernandez

Rodrigo Hernandez
Carla Isabella Herrera
Jonathan Daniel Hidalgo
Angel Huerta
Angelin Orlen Juarez
Alessa Landeros
Mia Leija
Miranda Paola Longoria
Arath Lopez
Sofia Lugo
Emilio Macario
Felix Maldonado
Tristan Mardis
Luz Medrano Rojas
Aldo Millan
Enrique Moran Trejo
Marcello Olazaran
Emily Elsa Perez
Samantha Resendiz
Emma Nicole Rosales
Gabriel Rosas
Fabian Saldana
Ayden Salinas
Rebecca Salinas
Andira Sanchez
Juan Sanchez
Adriana Magaly Saucedo
Natalie Segovia
Xavier Sosa
Catherine Trevino
Kimberly Valdez
Rodrigo Vasquez
Jose Veles
Javier Villanueva
Alberto Villarreal
Hector Salvador Villarreal
Aungel Wellington
Ariel Zamorano
Jennifer Zuniga
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Bobcats!  

Today is a powerful milestone. College Signing Day represents your discipline, perseverance, 
and commitment to your future. Every acceptance earned, every application submitted, and 
every decision made reflects years of hard work and determination. 

You have embraced rigor, met high expectations, and chosen growth over comfort. This moment 
belongs to you. 

As you sign and represent your college, university, trade school, military branch, or career 
pathway, do so with pride and confidence. Carry forward the values that define IDEA Brownsville 
— integrity, grit, excellence, and service. 

Your journey does not end here; it accelerates. The foundation you’ve built will carry you forward. 

We are incredibly proud of the leaders you have become and excited for the impact you will 
make. 

Congratulations, Class of 2026. Go Bobcats! 

Marco Lopez 
Sr. Principal, IDEA Brownsville College Preparatory
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA EDINBURG!
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Alexia Aguirre Alatriste
Daniela Alanis
Oliver Alaniz
Isabella Alcantara
Alize Alfaro
Edward Altamirano
Ezekiel Avelar
Yael Avendano-Esquivel
Bryan Ayala
Delilah Barco
Dafne Bautista
Anjali Bermudez
Aiden Bevier
Felipe Caballero
Isabel Camp
Emiliano Cantu
Gabriella Cantu Gutierrez
Paris Castan
Uneek Chavez
Noemy Coss
Christian De Leon
Cristopher Delgado
Omar Diaz
Brian Dominguez Ahumada
Zoe Elizondo
Matthew Estrada
Uriel Flores
Esperanza Fuentes-Vilcsek
Denae Garcia
Fernanda Garcia
Karime Garcia
Leyan Garcia
Marco Garcia
Brianna Garza
Brithany Garza
Belen Garza Garza
Jose Godoy
Maximiliano Guel-Toscano
Celeste Guerrero-Tobias
Alayna Guzman
Axl Hernandez
Miguel Hernandez
Angie Hernandez Mendoza
Zachary Jasso
Aliya Lerma
Sarai Limon
Warren Liu

Jose Longoria
Johan Maldonado
Hailey Martinez
Solaris Matamoros
Rachel Mendoza
Michael Meza
Gracie Miranda
Isaias Molina
Ximena Nino Pablo
Giovanny Obregon
Felix Ocanas
Macarena Parra
Jenifer Perez
Violeta Perez
Natalie Quintanilla
Cesar Ramirez Salamanca
Maryjane Rangel
David Reyna
Jose Rincones
Vanessa Rivera
Camila Rodriguez
Ely Rodriguez
Manuel Rodriguez
Sergio Rodriguez
Ernesto Rosales
Ahmiley Salas
Matthew Salas
Hannah Sanchez
Luis Saucedo
Renata Sena Deleija
Heriberto Serrano Andrade
Aaron Sierra
Emiliano Silva
Issac Silva
Mauricio Solar
Hector Sustaita
John Tamez
Jacob Tijerina
Isidro Torres
Miguel Torres-Zarate
Melina Trevino
Karissa Valdez
Yesenia Vallejo
Angel Vazquez Tamayo
Reeba Young
Emmanuel Zuniga Lopez

Mighty Eagles,  

Today we honor not only where you are going, but the dedication, resilience, and growth that 
brought you to this moment. Each of you has faced challenges, discovered strengths, and 
shown a commitment to learning that deserves to be celebrated. Your college, career, or service 
commitment represents a promise to your future self—a step toward the life you are building with 
courage and intention.  

As you prepare for what comes next, remember that you carry the strength of your experiences, 
the support of this community, and the belief of every adult who has guided you. You are ready 
for new challenges, new friendships, and new opportunities to grow.  

No matter how far you travel, you will always be part of the Eagle’s Nest. We are deeply proud of 
you, and we cannot wait to see the impact you will make.  

Congratulations, graduates!  
 
With admiration, 

Sylvia Verdooren 
Principal, IDEA Edinburg College Preparatory
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA ELSA!
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Class of 2026, 
 
From the moment you walked through our doors, you carried dreams bigger than yourselves. 
Today, you walk across this stage as scholars, leaders, and champions. You have grown in 
courage, wisdom, and heart. You have represented Badger Nation with pride, resilience, and 
excellence. 
 
Your journey was not always easy, but you persevered. You lifted one another up, honored your 
families, and proved that hard work and belief open doors. 
 
As you take your next step, remember this: you will always have a home here. Once a Badger, 
always a Badger. Carry our navy and gold spirit with you wherever life leads. 
 
We are proud of who you are and even more excited for who you are becoming.  Remember, 
“What starts here, changes the world.”  Go change the world.  
 
With much love,

Tony Garza 
Principal, IDEA Elsa College Preparatory

Kevin Nason Aguirre
Maegan Grace Alonzo
Ashley Guadalupe Alvarez
Noe Jeremiah Alvarez
Sarahi Armendariz
Rome James Ayala
Perla Nallely Bautista
Carina Cabrera
Axel Cantu Araujo
Aleenah Cantu
Makaylah Carabez
Jaziel Casas
Lynda Conde
Ivan Rene De Leon
Emilio Duran
Joselynn Espinoza
Romeo Espinoza
Adriana Flores
Miguel Garces
Aiyanna Garcia
Brian Garibay
Leroy Garza
Raul Garza Hinojosa
Gabriel Gomez
David Gonzalez
Isaac Gonzalez
Krystal Gonzalez
Aiden Hernandez
Mateo Herrera
Alejandro Jauregui
Nicolas Lira
Cindy Lopez
Delilah Lugo
Angelic Magana
Bernardo Martinez Carreon
Evelyn Martinez De Leon
Mojhammen Mata
Andrea Medina

Ruby Melgoza Jaime
Janie Mendoza
Camila Mireles
David Mondragon
Tristan Montelongo
Camila Moreno
Andy Ochoa
Ari Ochoa
Elvia Ortega
Antonio Ortiz
Carlos Ortiz Cuellar
Gerardo Pena
Iris Perez
Jaylyn Perez
Nathan Perez
Natalia Perez Santiago
Jesus Ponce
Jason Ramirez
Arnoldo Reyes
Jeronimo Rios
Ivy Rocha
Cristal Rodriguez
Violeta Rodriguez
Joselyn Rodriguez-Benavidez
Ciro Saenz
Sophia Saenz
Aidan Sandoval
Aidee Sandoval Garcia
Sophia Trejo Gallegos
Estefania Vicencio Gomez
Miranda Villarreal
Michelle Villarreal Munoz
Erica Zuniga 
Ethan Gonzalez
Scarlett Sosa
Anthony Braun
Evelyn Berlanga
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA RIVERVIEW!
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COLLEGE

B
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Dominick A. Aguirre
Mathew Ahumada
Miranda Ahumada
Matthew Alexander Alaniz
Jared Bethsai Alvarado
Brittany Badillo
Leonardo Sorel Baez
Hannia Daniela Bernal Palacios
Jose Javier Blanco
Britney Melanee Briseno
Diego Alejandro Briseno
Karla Maite Briseno
Fernanda Mayriel Cabrera
Frida Cantu
Fabian Alejandro Cardenas
Leslie Elizabeth Cardenas
Danna Paola Carranza
Edson Giovani Carrizales
Mariana Loustaunau Castilla
Jean Alexander Castro
Gloria Estefania Cisneros Garcia
Jazlyn Jisel De La Cruz
Valeria Michelle De La Cruz
Marialuisa Delgado
Edgar Daniel Duenez
Aliza Evette Duran
Frida Samantha Escalante
Jennifer Estrada
Isela Imelda Figueroa Castanon
Emily Gallegos
Jose Angel Galvan
Jose Rolando Gamez-Cantu
Bertha Patricia Garcia
Ximena Jaquelin Garza Navarro
Aitza Dahiana Gonzalez
Ivan Gonzalez
Shakira Guerrero
Camilo Guevara
Miah Rose Gutierrez
Manuel Gutierrez-Salazar
Jacalynn Marie Hernandez
Jackeline Hernandez
Miranda Hernandez
Monserrat Hernandez
Pedro Damian Hernandez
Romina Yareth Hinojosa

Angelica Ibarra
Jose Manuel Jimenez
Diego Alonso Lopez
Melanny Yamileth Lozano Torres
Ariana Maranon
Mariana Giselle Maravilla
Aile Martinez
Arnoldo Martinez
Irwyn Antwan Martinez
Luis Enrique Medellin
Jesus E Melendez
Anett Ximena Montalvo
Katherine Montes
Michelle Morales
Miranda Del Carmen Moreno
Regina Moreno
Gabriel Enrique Nava
Fernanda Joaquina Navar
Emiliano Palomino
Ivan Pecina
Valeria Sheccid Pena
Arturo Perez
Fernanda Isabella Perez Lopez
Luis Alberto Polanco
German Armando Ramirez
Juan Manuel Ramirez
Angel Reyes
Natalie Zurisadai Reyes
Jose Aron Rios
Gustavo Emmanuel Rodriguez
Genesis Arlette Ruiz
Brianna Lyreli Saenz
Jorge Ricardo Salazar
Guillermo Sanchez Martinez
Lisardo Samir Sanchez Martinez
Adolfo Sierra
Gael Estrada Sosa
Frida Sofia Tapia
Josue Turrubiates-Castillo
Zoryk Arian Urbina
Paula Stephanie Valderrabano
Galilea Valdez Escobedo
Moises Velarde
Sasha Villalobos
Luis Alberto Zamarripa

Dear Class of 2026, 

As you prepare to take your next big leap, I want to reflect on the incredible journey you’ve taken as 
Unstoppable Rockets. You have not only created lasting traditions, but you have also paved the way for 
future generations of students who will follow in your footsteps. Your willingness to embrace challenges, 
seize opportunities, and grow together has been truly inspiring. 

When I think of the Class of 2026, three words come to mind: courage, loyalty, and care. During your 
time at IDEA Riverview, you faced language, academic, and emotional challenges, yet you remained 
strong in your resolve. You showed that with preparation, perseverance, and support for one another, 
nothing can stand in the way of your pursuit of greatness. You cared for each other, lifted one another up, 
and advocated for yourselves with respect and courage—lessons that will serve you well in college and 
beyond. 

Everyone at IDEA Riverview is incredibly proud of you. You have brought joy, kindness, and energy to our 
community. Your laughter, spirit, and presence have helped shape the culture of this campus, and you will 
be deeply missed in our halls. 

Remember that your IDEA Riverview family will always be here to support and celebrate you. As you 
begin this new chapter, carry forward the knowledge, confidence, and resilience you’ve gained. 

You are Rockets—and you are unstoppable. 

With pride and best wishes,

Adriana Ramos
Principal, IDEA Riverview College Preparatory



22 | COLLEGE SIGNING DAY COLLEGE SIGNING DAY | 23

CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA TRES LAGOS!

C
LA

SS
 O

F 
20

26

COLLEGE

B

O U N D

Carmen Alba
Ammi Alfaro-Jacobo
Harley Araujo
Juan Benavides
Colton Bongo
Carlos Briz-Lopez
Maximiliano Carcano
Gael Castaneda
Daniel Chapa
Carlos Chavez Lopez
Anabelle Cortez
Ethan Davis
Julia Davis
Rafael Duran
Aiden Dusek
Sofia Eligio Sanchez
Abraham Escalante
Alondra Faria Rodriguez
Luis Fernandez
Fernanda Flores Villegas
Alexa Galicia
Brianna Gallo
Rene Garcia
Stephanie Garcia
Ricardo Garcia Perez
Hector Garza
Litzel Gutierrez
Francisco Hernandez
Ruby Hernandez-Roque
Carolina Huerta Macias
Aldo Juarez Duran

Joshua Marcos
Matthew Martinez
Florentina Montoya
Joel Moya Solis
Gissel Muniz
Pedro Munoz
Carson Nelson
Ivan Obregon Gonzalez
Genessis Olivarez
Kimberly Orta Morales
Joshua Ortiz
Jose Ozuna Garces
Maria Palmillas
Gilberto Pinon
Jose Rios
Angel Rosales
Chelsea Rodriguez
Julianna Rodriguez
Nabhil Ruiz
Ashley Saenz
Daniela Salazar Leal
Damian Saldana
Alicia Salinas-Alanis
Laura Sanchez
Melanie Sanchez
Isaac Serrato
Christopher Tamayo
Izaac Tijerina
Arlyn Veloz
Sophie Vesga

Congratulations to the Class of 2026! 

Here we are—College Signing Day. I’ve been imagining this moment since I first met you as 10th graders. 
Every conversation, every interaction, and yes—even every redirection—was intentional… all to see you 
here today. 

Today, I see you as champions. Champions of your own lives. Champions embracing your future and the 
decisions you now make as young adults. 

We are so proud of you. I hope you truly know that. Your dedication, your hard work, and your 
perseverance brought you to this moment. This is your moment—embrace it. Step into what’s next and 
don’t be afraid to take on new challenges or try new things. We know you have it in you to succeed 
because you’ve already proven that you can. 

We will miss you. We’ll miss the conversations in the hallways, cheering for you at games and events, and 
those quick fist bumps as you walked by. Don’t forget about us—come back and visit. Come back and 
show us the champions you continue to become. 

Now go out there and make your dreams happen, Class of 2026. And remember, Lobos—if no one has 
told you today that they love you…We love you, and we always will. 

With pride and unwavering belief in you, 
 
Your Proud Principal,

Maria Vargas
Principal, IDEA Tres Lagos College Preparatory
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