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THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026
2:00 PM • McALLEN CONVENTION CENTER 

700 CONVENTION CENTER BLVD., McALLEN, TX 78501

Rio Grande Valley
North Mission, Owassa, Pharr, San Juan, Weslaco Pike
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Welcome

Alumni Speech

Campus College Reveals

Scholarship Presentations

Senior Thank You Speeches

Contract Signing and Celebration

College Signing Day is a celebration recognizing our scholars’ achievements 
as they proudly reveal the college or university they will attend this fall. 

Additionally, this event marks an important accomplishment for IDEA students, 
many of whom will be the first in their families to attend college. These 

students have beaten many odds, and their decision to attend and finish 
college marks a significant change in the trajectory of their lives.

From tearful speeches to the roar of the crowd, no event represents every 
family’s hopes and dreams more than College Signing Day. Though each 

senior is embarking on their own journey to and through college, the lessons 
and memories they have gained during their time with IDEA will remain with 

them for a lifetime.

PROGRAM

Equipo y Familia,  
Bienvenidos a mi evento favorito de IDEA del año: 
¡College Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day es una tradición de IDEA como 
ninguna otra. Comenzó como una promesa de IDEA a los 
padres: “Su hijo irá a la universidad”. Hoy, en todo el Valle 
del Río Grande, San Antonio, el área metropolitana de 
Austin El Paso y Tarrant County, CSD es una oportunidad 
para que nuestros alumnos de ultimo grado anuncien un 
compromiso significativo y para que nuestras escuelas 
y comunidades celebren todo lo que condujo a este 
momento alegre y crucial.  

Así que, si quieres sentirte inspirado, estás en el lugar 
correcto.  

Si quieres sentirte esperanzado sobre el futuro de nuestra 
comunidad, nuestro país y nuestro mundo, quédate con 
nosotros.  

Si el día de hoy, estás aquí para apoyar a tu propio 
estudiante, no te sorprendas si estás gritando por uno que 
jamás habías conocido. 

En todos los campus de IDEA, los 3,390 miembros de la 
Clase de 2026 han logrado más de 15,523 aceptaciones 
en colegios y universidades de todo el país. Hoy 
aprendemos hacia dónde se dirige cada uno.  

Si bien este momento es una especie de culminación, 
también representa un nuevo comienzo para los 
estudiantes que han trabajado tan duro para llegar aquí. 
Tantas oportunidades, aventuras, experiencias y desafíos 
por delante.  

Por ahora, este es un día de celebración. Para cada 
estudiante de último año que declara su elección de 
universidad en este escenario, también celebremos y 
agradezcamos a los maestros, consejeros, directores, 
padres, hermanos, abuelos, mentores, empleadores, 
vecinos, amigos y todos los demás que han apoyado a 
estos estudiantes.  

Clase 2026: ¡Felicidades! Vas a ir a la universidad.

SUPERINTENDENT
LETTER FROM THE

Team & Family,  
Welcome to my favorite IDEA event of the year—College 
Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day is an IDEA tradition unlike any other. 
It began as IDEA’s promise to parents: “Your child will go 
to college.” Across the Rio Grande Valley, San Antonio, 
the Austin metro area, El Paso and Tarrant County, CSD is 
an opportunity for our seniors to announce a meaningful 
commitment and for our schools and communities to 
celebrate everything that led up to this joyful and pivotal 
moment.  

So, if you want to feel inspired, you’re in the right place.  

If you want to feel hopeful about the future of our 
community, our country, and our world, stick around.  

If you came to cheer on your own student today, don’t be 
surprised if you’re screaming for one you have never met.    

Across IDEA’s schools, the 3,390 members of the Class 
of 2026 have achieved over 15,523 acceptances to 
colleges and universities across the country. Today we 
learn where everyone is headed.  

While this moment is a culmination of sorts, it also 
represents a new start for the students who have worked 
so hard to get here. So many opportunities, adventures, 
experiences, and challenges lie ahead.  

For now, this is a day for celebration. For every senior 
who declares their college choice on this stage, let’s also 
celebrate and be grateful for the teachers, counselors, 
principals, parents, siblings, grandparents, mentors, 
employers, neighbors, friends, and everyone else who has 
supported these students.  

Class of 2026: Congratulations! You’re going to college. 

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & Superintendent 

IDEA Public Schools
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IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
LEADERSHIP

LAYNE FISHER
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF OPERATIONS 

& CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & SUPERINTENDENT

RYAN D. BENETT JESSICA HESS

CODY GRINDLE

CHIEF TALENT 
OFFICER

CHIEF GOVERNANCE 
OFFICER

PRESIDENT

COLLEEN STEARNS, Ed.D.
CHIEF ACADEMIC  

OFFICER

BETHANY SOLISALEJANDRA LOYA
CHIEF COLLEGE 

OFFICER
CHIEF OF STAFF

DOLORES GONZALEZ
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 

OF PRE-K-16

JILL DOMINGUEZ
AREA SUPERINTENDENT, 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

REGIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RIO GRANDE VALLEY

Alyssa L. Romero, Board Chair
Maria Antonia Chapa
Marissa Emma Falcon
Cerise R. de Garduno

Zulieda Lopez-Habbouche
CJ Sanchez

Dr. Marcos Silva
Jesus (Jesse) Zepeda

Collin Sewell, Chair
Ed Rivera, Vice-Chair and Secretary

Erich Holmsten, Treasurer
Al Lopez, In Memoriam

Naj Atkinson 
Theresa Barrera-Shaw

Nanette Cocero

David Dunn
Stacy Eng

Ryan Green
Gary Lindgren

Lilya Matos
Connie Miner

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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SCAN AND SHARE YOUR 
CSD MOMENTS—

SEE YOURSELF ON 
THE SCREEN!
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THANKS TO OUR 
SPONSORS

SCHOLARSHIP GAP SPONSOR

PENNANT SPONSOR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Abel Gonzalez
Instant Balloon Stands

THANKS TO OUR 
COLLEGE PARTNERS
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SENIORS, 
DID YOU KNOW?

The IDEA Alumni Success Team 
is here to support you through your college journey!

Follow us!
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR GRADES K – 12

APPLY NOW!

THE ROAD

BEGINS AT

IDEA!
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA NORTH MISSION!

Maria Jose Acosta
Elias Acuna
Erick Alvarado
Oziel Araiza
Arturo Emiliano Banda Morales
Diego Alonso Bermea Rivas
Najee Bogarth
Allison Cabrera
Samantha Carolina Canelo
Max Cantu
Tiffany Cantu
Oziel Cardenas
Angel Javier Cardona
Valeria Yizle Carmona
Cesar Castaneda
Luis Castro Medina
Priscilla Cavazos Valdivia
Kristen De Anda
Marvin De La Cruz
Kathleen De Leon
Jumalay Del Angel
Celeste Azusena Diaz
Nahum Diaz
Isis Elguezabal
Cole Remington Emery
Elizabeth Estrella
Okssany Doriely Fajardo
Zuriel Jared Fernandez
Jonathan Flores
Luis Flores
Angel Flores Obregon
Anthony Erasmo Gaeta
Irvin Gael Gallardo
Marz Gamez
Mauri Garcia
Luis Garcia Marquez
Barbara Garza
Blanca Yoselin Garza
Anahilda Garza
Nathen Garza
Daniel Alexander Gloria
Ashley Gomez
Frida Gomez
Frida Sinai Gomez
Mcgyver Gomez
Jeimy Sarahi Gonzalez
Oscar Gonzalez
Paola Sophia Gonzalez
Emily Gonzalez
Samantha Anai Gonzalez

Jason Gutierrez
Victor Alfonzo Hernandez
Lesly Hernandez
David Eli Hernandez
Cali Angel Jones
Sarah Kamila Landin Perez
Avril Lopez
Samantha Maldonado
Eric Martinez
Selene Leticia Martinez
Diego Emiliano Martinez
Alondra Martinez
Juan Carlos Medina
Keren Melchor
Damaris Anani Mendez
Francisco Javier Mendoza
Ashley Nazariega
Luis Nunez
Sahaid Yankel Ornelas
Bryan Alejandro Orozco
Neriah Giselle Pacheco
Mauro Basa Pedrozo
Alondra Pena
Ediel Pena
Maria Perez
Vincent Perez De Leon
Mirna Sofia Perez Santiago
Angel Gabriel Portugal
Kassandra Itzel Quintana Acosta
Jayden Ramirez
Allison Desiree Ramirez
Abraham Ramirez
Diego Abel Riojas
Diego Rivera
Olga Rodriguez
Geraldine Rodriguez-Garcia
Erick Ivan Ruiz
Vanessa Ruiz
Devin Ruiz
Eridai Ruiz
Brianna Yarelyn Ruvalcaba
Maria Saenz
Carlos Sanchez
Maximiliano Tiscareno-Perez
Brandon Alfredo Vazquez-Mendez
Damian Villarreal
Camila Yanez
Agustin Zamarripa Garza
Andres Hernandez ZamudioC
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Warrior Class of 2026,

Seven years may have passed quickly, but they were seven meaningful years spent growing, 
learning, and building community together. Today is a moment to celebrate a milestone, but it is 
also the beginning of what comes next. What has set your class apart was how intentionally you 
built strong connections with one another—ensuring that no challenge had to be faced alone.

Your class has also become a proof point of what is possible for those who follow. With 100% 
college acceptance, new scholarships such as the Coca-Cola Scholars Program, a record 
number of Early Decision applications, began new legacies at Mount Holyoke College and 
Babson College, and continued strong traditions at University of Chicago, Northeastern 
University, and Wabash College while having two Gates semifinalists and two QuestBridge 
Scholars. Your achievements set a new standard—and they will inspire future classes to aim even 
higher.

As you leave our campus, carry forward the culture you created: one rooted in meaningful 
connection, mutual support, and shared purpose. Your legacy will be remembered at North 
Mission—not just for your results, but for who you were as a community.

Congratulations, Class of 2026. I am forever grateful for you. 

Dave Wagner
Principal, IDEA North Mission College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA OWASSA!
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Maria Acosta Castellanos
Ashlee Alejo
Genesis Alvarez
Ilse Alanis Guzman
Haziel Andino
Erasmo Aranda
Jose Arteaga
David Balboa
Raymon Barragan
Apolonia Caballero
Fernando Cano
Dayra Cardenas
Yovanni Casillas
Ximena Castillo
Alexander Cavazos
Arturo Contreras
Fernando Cordova
Mauricio Davila
Eduardo De La Rosa-Juarez
Diselle De Los Santos
Sophia Dominguez-Castillo
Ruben Escudero
Yvanna Flores
Lawrence Galapon
Andres Garcia
Katherine Garcia
Brenda Natalie Gonzalez
Divany Gonzalez
Elisabet Gonzalez
Leonardo Gonzalez
Manuel Gonzalez
Horacio Hernandez Hernandez
Andrick Hernandez Lugo
Wendy Hernandez Ramirez
Saul Hernandez
Abigail Hinojosa

Adrian Hinojosa
Jessie Huerta
Jade Ibarra
Luis Marroquin
Alejandra Martinez
Angel Martinez
Camila Martinez Walle
Francisco Montenegro
Zoe Montenegro
Yesenia Niaves
Gustavo Olvera
Izeah Ortiz
Carlos Padilla Cadena
Marilu Palacios
Axel Puente
Ashley Puga
Jowell Quinones
Alfonso Quintanilla
Angela Ramirez Quintanilla
Eder Raymundo
Luis Rios Maldonado
Fernando Rivera
Salvador Robles
Ashlee Rodriguez
Nathan Rodriguez
Axel Rodriguez-Cuellar
Marlen Ruiz
Tomas Ruiz
Xavier Saenz
Cristobal Salinas
Camila Toscano-Rodriguez
Sarai Valencia
Javier Varela
Bianca Velazquez
Miguel Vicencio
Maria Zavala Estrella

Class of 2026 Broncs, 

College Signing Day is a powerful milestone, and today we celebrate you. Choosing a college is 
more than selecting a place to continue your education; it is choosing a direction for your future. 
This moment belongs to you. It is not about pressure, rankings, or anyone else’s expectations. It 
is about where you believe you will grow, learn, and thrive. 

The college you choose should challenge you, sshape you, and help you discover strengths 
you may not yet see in yourselves. There will be days that feel difficult, but there will also be 
moments of growth, purpose, and transformation. Embrace them all. 

Be proud of how far you have come and confident in the path ahead. Choose the place where 
you will shine the brightest and become the person you are meant to be. 

We are proud to celebrate this moment with.  

You’ve earned this. You’ve prepared for this. And remember, YOU GOT THIS! 

Saddle up and go Broncs! Portense bien, chavos!

Braulio Barranco 
Principal, IDEA Owassa College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA PHARR!
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Luis Antonio Acosta
Jose Ramon Acosta-Herrera
Emiliano Aldape
Josselyn Aguilar
Dayma Sofia Alanis
Emiliano Alanis-Amaya
Karla Panini Amador
Lezly Joselyn Arita-Garcia
Yareli Yaret Arizpe
Jocelyn Avalos
Carlos Kilua Ayala-Gonzalez
Jorge Andre Barajas
Gael Armando Barrios
Renata Giselle Barrios
Ruth Isela Barrios
Emmanuel Said Bazaldua
Lorea Monique Becerra-Elisarraras
Vincent Beltran
Emmanuel Alberto Botello
Osmar Josafat Bustamante Chapa
Angel Eduardo Campos
Dominika G Cantu
Christian Cardenas Torres
Hatziry Betzabe Cardenas
Ariadne Carreon
Luis Fernando Castaneda
Sebastian Alfredo Castellanos
Nanette Charles
Irvin Rayel Covarrubias
Govanny Cruz
Diego Cruz Elizondo
Estefania Dalith Davila
Raul Delgado
Ashely Michel Diaz
Pedro Duran
Andre Roberto Duron Jimenez
Jacob Escobedo
Alberto Flores
Reymundo Kalet Flores
Amit Flores Rodriguez
Francisco Javier Gamez
Erick Garcia
Katie Garcia
Andrea Garza

Daizy Nicole Garza
Luis Enrique Garza
Miguel Garza
Luis Adolfo Garza-Cuevas
Jorge Angel Gomez Ortiz
Valeria Gomez-Ponce
Alessandra Zoe Gonzalez
Sergio Ivan Gonzalez
Fernando Gonzalez Silva
Jonathan Orlando Guerrero-Lara
Anna Georgina Guijarro
Ambrosio Herebia
Alexandro Hernandez
Andrew Hernandez
Cecilia Hernandez
Charles Joshua Hernandez
Manuel Hernandez
Alfonso Jael Herrera
Sandra Jaqueline Juarez
Gael Leal
Angeles Yareli Lechuga
Guillermo Leon
Donaldo Alfredo Leyva
David Alexander Lopez
Melanie Jane Lopez
Estefania Monserath Lopez Lozano
Valentina Mahe
Luis Fabio Maldonado
Gilberto Mares
Rebecca Martinez
Kevin Alessandro Mendoza
Sashellis Mellies Mercado Acevedo
Ana Julia Morales
Christian Elias Morales
Marco Antonio Moreno
Arturo Munoz Barbosa
Lesli Cristal Munoz-Gutierrez
Albert Alexander Nacianceno
Johan Maximilian Noeggerath Monter
Miranda Soyge Nordin De La Garza
Miriam Soyge Nordin De La Garza
Leonardo Osorto
Eyllen Aracely Pacheco Madrigal
Emiliano Pardo Garcia

Daniela Pezino
Alyson Janeth Quintero
Ivana Sofia Quiroz Beas
Jesus Eduardo Ramirez Arias
Matias Rivas
Selena Rocha
Selene Rocha
Jose Humberto Rodriguez
Isabella Katherine Roman
Saul Airam Rosas
Kimberly Sanchez
Itzel Guadalupe Santos
Jade Jocelyn Santos
Karla Samarah Simental
Nathan Spencer
Diego Emmanuel Tapia
Diego Manuel Taguado Garcia
Emilio Abdiel Trejo
Vanessa Urbina
Izabella Valentina Valdez
Emiliano Vega
Sergio Villarreal Mendiola
Camila Zamora
Ana Isabel Zapata Calderon
Renata Zendejas

Hello, Lion Class of 2026, 

Many of you I first met as seventh graders, learning through screens during a time of uncertainty. 
Even then, I saw resilience rooted deep within you; resilience shaped by family, community, and 
the spirit of Las Milpas. I have watched you grow through challenges, setbacks, and moments 
when the path felt heavy. Yet you kept going. 

Today, we celebrate more than a diploma. We celebrate your courage to dream bigger than 
what the world sometimes expects of you. As you begin your college journey, carry with you the 
strength of where you come from, the sacrifices made for you, and the belief that you belong in 
every space you enter. 

Congratulations, graduates. Go boldly. Carry your story with you; it has already changed what is 
possible. 

With heartfelt admiration, 

Nathalie Farías 
Principal, IDEA Pharr College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA SAN JUAN!
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Lawrence Adame
Adrian Azael Alvarez
Alejandro Alvarez
Andrik Alvarez
Minnie Amaro
Sophia Barcenas
Kenneth Patrick Bechtel
Antonio Cantu
Ricardo Azael Cardenas Albertos
Alicia Celest Carpio
Jarett Osbel Castellanos
Gaston Miguel Cequera
Joel Emiliano Cervantes
Adamaris Chapa
Allison Michelle Coronado
Galloso Luciano Cortez
Galloso Nicolas Cortez
Antonio Domingo Costilla
Dayra Kriselly Davila
Jose Angel Delgado Zamora
Edwin Alexander Enriquez
Anahi Escalona
Frida Sophia Fraga
Isabella Garcia
Kevin Gabriel Garcia
Melinda Garcia
Jessica Gaspar
Jesus Gonzalez
Valeria Gonzalez
Gabriel Gabriel Gonzalez Padron
Cesar Alberto Guzman
Derick Noe Guzman
Amanda Yazminde Hernandez
David Manuel Hernandez
Jose Guadalupe Hernandez
Kevin Alberto Hernandez Serrata
Lidya Nickolle Huerta
Jaslynn Yareth Juarez
Arlette Lara
Sharon Stephany Laredo Martinez

Valeria Renee Leal
Gabriella Deanney Leyva
Luis Angel Lopez Perez
Sarahi Lugo-Gonzalez
Cassidy Osmely Mena
Adrian Meza Cantu
Eduardo Moctezuma
Abigail Molina
Manuel Alberto Munoz
Adrian James Navarro
Giovanni Ornelas
Daniel Nickolas Ortega
Mauricio Ortiz
Brianna Michelle Parra
Mia Inez Pena
Charly Perez
Melany Yarith Perez Ayala
Karina Lizette Pineda Gracia
Crystal Puente
Sean Jude Qu
Leslie Guadalupe Ramirez
David Raya Cantu
Jesus Reyes
Jonathan Aaron Reyes
Julian Reyes
Noah Reyes
Linsy Yatzary Reymundo
Jannet Guadalupe Rivera
Kristine Lizette Rivera
Daniel Rodriguez
April Ruiz
Lizet Silva
Sherlyn Dilhey Soto Aguilar
Diego Tanguma
Catherine Rubi Tapia Sanchez
Isai Mateo Torres
Jonathan Didier Trejo Martinez
Joaquin Uzcanga
Claritza Verdin

To The Class of 2026

This is the moment you’ve anticipated for many years, and today you get to see the results of all 
your hard work and dedication. Although many of you faced multiple challenges throughout this 
year—you’ve made a lasting impression not only in my life, but also in the lives of your teachers 
and all who were a part of your journey at IDEA San Juan. 

The Class of 2026 is special. You have fought hard to have the opportunities before you. Many 
times, you chose hard work over an easier route, but when you wavered on difficult days, your 
school family encouraged you to follow the path to graduation and college.

As you begin celebrating all that you’ve achieved, pause and think about every success, every 
challenge, and every relationship that helped shape who you are—let those experiences 
motivate you as you continue pursuing your goals. 

I see the potential within you, and I know you will make a powerful impact on the world. 
Congratulations, Seniors! Relish in this moment and remember, this is not the end of the journey. 
This is the beginning…

With true admiration, 

Mariela Gaona  
Principal, IDEA San Juan College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA WESLACO PIKE!
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Jeinny Margarita Abundis-Rocha
Camila Alejandra Aguila
Mario Aguilar
Monica Aurelia Alameda
Anthony Alexander Aleman Galaviz
Alexandra Katherine Ayala
Devin Rey Ayala
Emmanuel Ayala
Dianney Alexandra Baez
Bryan Jair Butanda
Jolene Rae Campos
Ximena Leticia Cano Alvarado
Nora Camila Capetillo
Luis Angel Chavez
Rosaura Roselee Cruz
Eduardo Michel Delgadillo
Aaron Daniel Flores
Gavin Alexander Fraire
Daniel Fuerte
Hannah Jai Galvan
Ruben Galvan
Leon Heriberto Gamboa De Leon
Silverio Enafael Gamez
Sebastian Garay
Alejandra Arely Garcia
Emily Jade Garcia
Lana Jae Garcia
Ethan Joel Gauna
Genesis Gerez
Jewelia Rain Gilcrease
Jacob Alexander Gomez
Leonardo Gomez
Isabella Ann Gonzalez
Jaime Gonzalez
Samantha Gonzalez
Selene Gonzalez
Joel David Grado
Sebastian Guerra

Isaris Lisette Gutierrez
Leonardo Hernandez De La Garza
Jose Luis Hernandez-Segovia
Katherine Olivia Leal
Emmanuel Alexander Lopez
George Abraham Luna
Mariafernanda Maldonado
Damaris Joadan Marquez
Rose Mary Marquez
Amelie Elizabeth Martinez
Eddie Martinez
Tessa Andrea Martinez
Julissa Medrano
Adrian Mejia
Kailyn Mendoza
Yamilex Guadalupe Mendoza
Christian Jaymes Munoz
Mauricio Nunez
Diego Perez
Estrella Celeste Ramirez
Elizabeth Jemarys Rodriguez
Luis Ivan Rodriguez
Victoria Rodriguez
Danna Victoria Rodriguez De Leon
Ruby Angelique Rosales
Katelynn Marie Ruiz
Laila Rose Salinas
Karla Samaniego
Diego Antonio Sanchez
Jose Luis Santos
Christopher Arturo Silva
Wendy Silva
Nathen Tamez
Kyle Tostado
Joleigh Celest Trejo
Monserrat Trujillo Alvarado
Amberly Villarreal

Mighty Maverick Class of 2026, 

What a truly beautiful and unforgettable day it is to celebrate you—surrounded by your peers, 
your families, and all who have supported you along this journey. This moment is not given; it is 
earned. Today, you walk across this stage because of your dedication, your resilience, and your 
courage to keep going.  

Thank you for always bringing kindness, joy, and tradition to our school. You have always been a 
class with a big heart, and this character trait will make our world a better place! 

During your time at Maverick Nation, your school family has poured into you—not only 
knowledge, but lessons about perseverance, integrity, and strength. Carry these lessons with 
you as you step into the next chapter of your life. Let every challenge shape you, every obstacle 
strengthens you, and every opportunity inspires you to keep reaching higher. 

Maverick Nation will forever be your home. We will always be here—cheering for you, believing 
in you, and celebrating the incredible impact you will make in this world. 

Never forget this: if no one has told you today that they love you, know that we love you deeply 
and unconditionally—and we always will.

Your Proud Principal, 

Janet Guerrero  
Principal, IDEA Weslaco Pike College Preparatory 
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