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THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026
9:30 AM • McALLEN CONVENTION CENTER 

700 CONVENTION CENTER BLVD., McALLEN, TX 78501

Rio Grande Valley
Frontier, Rio Grande City, Robindale, Sports Park
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Welcome

Alumni Speech

Campus College Reveals

Scholarship Presentations

Senior Thank You Speeches

Contract Signing and Celebration

College Signing Day is a celebration recognizing our scholars’ achievements 
as they proudly reveal the college or university they will attend this fall. 

Additionally, this event marks an important accomplishment for IDEA students, 
many of whom will be the first in their families to attend college. These 

students have beaten many odds, and their decision to attend and finish 
college marks a significant change in the trajectory of their lives.

From tearful speeches to the roar of the crowd, no event represents every 
family’s hopes and dreams more than College Signing Day. Though each 

senior is embarking on their own journey to and through college, the lessons 
and memories they have gained during their time with IDEA will remain with 

them for a lifetime.

PROGRAM

Equipo y Familia,  
Bienvenidos a mi evento favorito de IDEA del año: 
¡College Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day es una tradición de IDEA como 
ninguna otra. Comenzó como una promesa de IDEA a los 
padres: “Su hijo irá a la universidad”. Hoy, en todo el Valle 
del Río Grande, San Antonio, el área metropolitana de 
Austin El Paso y Tarrant County, CSD es una oportunidad 
para que nuestros alumnos de ultimo grado anuncien un 
compromiso significativo y para que nuestras escuelas 
y comunidades celebren todo lo que condujo a este 
momento alegre y crucial.  

Así que, si quieres sentirte inspirado, estás en el lugar 
correcto.  

Si quieres sentirte esperanzado sobre el futuro de nuestra 
comunidad, nuestro país y nuestro mundo, quédate con 
nosotros.  

Si el día de hoy, estás aquí para apoyar a tu propio 
estudiante, no te sorprendas si estás gritando por uno que 
jamás habías conocido. 

En todos los campus de IDEA, los 3,390 miembros de la 
Clase de 2026 han logrado más de 15,523 aceptaciones 
en colegios y universidades de todo el país. Hoy 
aprendemos hacia dónde se dirige cada uno.  

Si bien este momento es una especie de culminación, 
también representa un nuevo comienzo para los 
estudiantes que han trabajado tan duro para llegar aquí. 
Tantas oportunidades, aventuras, experiencias y desafíos 
por delante.  

Por ahora, este es un día de celebración. Para cada 
estudiante de último año que declara su elección de 
universidad en este escenario, también celebremos y 
agradezcamos a los maestros, consejeros, directores, 
padres, hermanos, abuelos, mentores, empleadores, 
vecinos, amigos y todos los demás que han apoyado a 
estos estudiantes.  

Clase 2026: ¡Felicidades! Vas a ir a la universidad.

SUPERINTENDENT
LETTER FROM THE

Team & Family,  
Welcome to my favorite IDEA event of the year—College 
Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day is an IDEA tradition unlike any other. 
It began as IDEA’s promise to parents: “Your child will go 
to college.” Across the Rio Grande Valley, San Antonio, 
the Austin metro area, El Paso and Tarrant County, CSD is 
an opportunity for our seniors to announce a meaningful 
commitment and for our schools and communities to 
celebrate everything that led up to this joyful and pivotal 
moment.  

So, if you want to feel inspired, you’re in the right place.  

If you want to feel hopeful about the future of our 
community, our country, and our world, stick around.  

If you came to cheer on your own student today, don’t be 
surprised if you’re screaming for one you have never met.    

Across IDEA’s schools, the 3,390 members of the Class 
of 2026 have achieved over 15,523 acceptances to 
colleges and universities across the country. Today we 
learn where everyone is headed.  

While this moment is a culmination of sorts, it also 
represents a new start for the students who have worked 
so hard to get here. So many opportunities, adventures, 
experiences, and challenges lie ahead.  

For now, this is a day for celebration. For every senior 
who declares their college choice on this stage, let’s also 
celebrate and be grateful for the teachers, counselors, 
principals, parents, siblings, grandparents, mentors, 
employers, neighbors, friends, and everyone else who has 
supported these students.  

Class of 2026: Congratulations! You’re going to college. 

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & Superintendent 

IDEA Public Schools
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IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
LEADERSHIP

LAYNE FISHER
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF OPERATIONS 

& CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & SUPERINTENDENT

RYAN D. BENETT JESSICA HESS

CODY GRINDLE

CHIEF TALENT 
OFFICER

CHIEF GOVERNANCE 
OFFICER

PRESIDENT

COLLEEN STEARNS, Ed.D.
CHIEF ACADEMIC  

OFFICER

BETHANY SOLISALEJANDRA LOYA
CHIEF COLLEGE 

OFFICER
CHIEF OF STAFF

DOLORES GONZALEZ
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 

OF PRE-K-16

JILL DOMINGUEZ
AREA SUPERINTENDENT, 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

REGIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RIO GRANDE VALLEY

Alyssa L. Romero, Board Chair
Maria Antonia Chapa
Marissa Emma Falcon
Cerise R. de Garduno

Zulieda Lopez-Habbouche
CJ Sanchez

Dr. Marcos Silva
Jesus (Jesse) Zepeda

Collin Sewell, Chair
Ed Rivera, Vice-Chair and Secretary

Erich Holmsten, Treasurer
Al Lopez, In Memoriam

Naj Atkinson 
Theresa Barrera-Shaw

Nanette Cocero

David Dunn
Stacy Eng

Ryan Green
Gary Lindgren

Lilya Matos
Connie Miner

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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SCAN AND SHARE YOUR 
CSD MOMENTS—

SEE YOURSELF ON 
THE SCREEN!
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THANKS TO OUR 
SPONSORS

SCHOLARSHIP GAP SPONSOR

PENNANT SPONSOR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Abel Gonzalez
Instant Balloon Stands

THANKS TO OUR 
COLLEGE PARTNERS
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SENIORS, 
DID YOU KNOW?

The IDEA Alumni Success Team 
is here to support you through your college journey!

Follow us!
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR GRADES K – 12

APPLY NOW!

THE ROAD

BEGINS AT

IDEA!
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA FRONTIER!

Emmanuel Alejandro Amador
Mauren Adaly Andrade Guillen
Caleb Anthony Alanis
Sarahi Antonio
Mariajose Balderas
Gerardo Bravo
Valery Nichelle Campos Vasquez
Sebastian Castillo
Jorge Castillo
Noah Contreras
Nahomy Yoselyn Cortinas
Meylin Dayan Cruz
Sherlynn Naylea Cruz
Sebastian Tiburcio Cruz
Richard Ricardo Davila
Orlando Valentin De Paz Montalvo
Isabella Diaz
Armando Micheal Diaz Hernandez
Jayden Enriquez
Alezza Fuentes-Flores
Joseph Andree Galeana
Andres Garcia
Joel Garcia
Alma Irela Garcia Camacho
Lessly Lizeth Gonzalez
Efren Guadalupe Gracia
David Simon Guerra
David Alec Herevia
Azul Ayleen Hernandez
Derek Mauricio Hernandez Briones
Camila Sofia Hernandez Rivera
Hector Hugo Hinojosa
Rodolfo Daniel Herrera
Jesus Roberto Izaguirre
Aidelyn Jauregui
Daniela Ledezma

Ximena Lopez
Jose Alberto Lopez Hinojosa
Aminda Zayli Martinez
Noe Emanuel Martinez
Ricky Martinez
Danna Michelle Melo
Julizza Melendez
Aracely Joan Montoya
Juan Jesus Moreno
Cesar Osvaldo Ollervides
Gaddiel Aldayr Ovalle
Luna Sofia Ortiz
Gael Perez
Juan Felipe Robles
Agustin Robledo
Jesus Enrique Robledo
Alejandro Rodriguez
Dafne Elizabeth Rodriguez
Marvella Rodriguez Barrera
Anthony Rivera
Dafne Elizabeth Reyes
Elias Humberto Reyna
Daniel Ethan San Juan
Tracey Samantha Sanchez
Pedro Xavier Sanchez
Ammi Celeste Sanchez
Idalys Santamaria
Anamaria Saldana
Kevin Obed Salguero
Abigail Urgell
Alexis Andre Vargas
Aaron Vasquez
Lizeth Noemi Vazquez
Alexa Villarreal
Humberto Alexandro Villagran
Loruhamalee Camila Zuniga Mota
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My incredible IDEA Frontier Class of 2026, 

Congratulations on this extraordinary milestone. Each of you has demonstrated resilience, 
determination, and heart throughout your journey, and today we celebrate the dreams you are 
boldly stepping toward. You have grown as scholars, leaders, and changemakers, leaving a 
lasting legacy on our campus and inspiring those who will follow in your footsteps. 

As you begin this next chapter, carry your courage, your purpose, and your belief in what 
is possible. The world is waiting for your brilliance, your voice, and your impact. Always 
remember—you will forever be part of the Frontier family, and we will be cheering you on 
wherever life takes you. Once a Charger, always a Charger. 

With immense pride and belief in you,

Dr. Abigail Molina 
Principal, IDEA Frontier College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA RIO GRANDE CITY!

C
LA

SS
 O

F 
20

26

Edgar Barrera Barrera
Isaac Rafael Barrera
Emily Valentina Benavides
Melannie Aileen Bruno
Julian Alexander Canamar
Hunter Dee Carrion
Alexander Correa
Athan Emanuel Escogido
Alondra Edith Estrada Guzman
Liah Renee Flores
Dariana Gamez
Billy Joe Garcia
Andro Zaid Garza
Ana Rafaela Gonzalez
Benny Reyli Gonzalez
Carolina Gonzalez
Kendra Leann Gonzalez
Paola Itzel Gonzalez Bazan
Olivia Hope Hartley
Efrain Hernandez
Giselle Hernandez
Luis Carlos Hernandez
Viviana Hernandez
Christian Moshe Hernandez Torres
Aylin Hinojosa
Gerardo Andres Izaguirre-Gonzalez

Heaven Lee Kelly
Clarissa Meredith Lara
Nahomy Malinaly Lozano
Isabella Emireth Mancilla
Katherine Julianne Martin
Itzayana Martinez
Melany Yaquelyn Martinez
Hannah Ely Munoz
Luis Eduardo Ochoa Canales
Martin Resendez
Jaden Jeremiah Reyes Ramirez
Gael Rios
Adriana Jetzabel Rivera
Abiel Robledo
Dayami Idaly Rocha
Abigail Rodriguez Estrada
Jayden Daniel Rosa
Daniel Adrian Salinas
Romeo Solis
Amalio Soto
Ernesto Jesus Vaquera
Alexis Vargas
Brianna Nevaeh Villarreal
Eduardo Villarreal
Esthefany Yitzel Zapata Vazquez

To the Amazing Students of the IDEA Rio Grande City Class of 2026, 

Congratulations on reaching this powerful milestone. Each of you has grown in ways both 
seen and unseen—through late nights, tough moments, big wins, and quiet perseverance. Your 
journey has required courage, grit, and heart, and you should be incredibly proud of how far 
you’ve come. 

As you step into this next chapter, know that you are ready. Embrace challenges with confidence, 
lead with kindness, and never stop believing in your ability to make a difference. Your stories, 
voices, and dreams matter, and the impact you will have is just beginning. 

No matter where life takes you, remember that you will always belong at IDEA Rio Grande City. 

With immense pride and belief in you,

Karmen Alaniz 
Principal, IDEA Rio Grande City College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA ROBINDALE!
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Heidy Sofia Adriano
Pablo Rodrigo Aguirre
Oscar Javier Alfaro
Jorge Bryan Almaguer Castillo
Marcos Santiago Almazan
Zoe Sherlyn Alvarado
Sofia Fernanda Arellano
Ismael Armendariz
Leonel Armendariz
Isabella Avalos
Jose Alberto Aviles
Susana Berenice Banuelos
Kailey Danielle Barrera
Melanie Giselle Camacho
Sergio Arturo Castaneda
Angel Omar Castillo
Kevin De Jesus Cavazos
Cristian Cervantes
Luis Alberto Chavarri
Roberto Antonio Cordova
Marcela Jocelyn Cortinas
Troy Alexander Cortes
Victor Jared Cortez
Jose Rafael De La Cruz Flores
Juan Luis Escobedo
Gregory Gael Flores
Daniel Gutierrez Flores
Iris Galvan-Garza
Jimmy Felipe Garces
Aaron Gutierrez Garcia
Andrea Alessandra Garcia
Deynna San Juanita Garcia
Maria Guadalupe Garcia
Natalia Garcia
Natalia Marely Garcia
Oscar Silvestre Garcia
Alvaro Garza
Ivanelly Garza
Jeyisah Danae Garza
Jacquelynn Godinez
Ivan Gonsalez
Arianna Lee Gonzalez
Juan Bosco Gonzalez Azuara

Angel Gabriel Guel Cuellar
Abigail Hernandez
Aileen Hernandez
Sofia Darianna Hernandez
Sophia Nicole Hernandez
Victoria Alexus Hernandez
Emily Hernandez-Gaitan
Nelly Huerta
Kimberly Izaguirre-Santillano
Ivan Emmanuel Jaramillo
Mia Mariana Jimenez
Matthew Corbin Leos
Jorge Damian Lopez
Celeste Martinez Guerrero
Miriam Lizbeth Mauricio
Paul Michael Mejia
Romina Mejia
Perla Morales Juarez
Renatha Padilla
Sebastian Julian Pena
Nadia Mirella Perez
Alexa Pineda Pineda
Edna Maria Quiroz
Brandon Dominic Ramos
Korin Janett Reyes
Meliton Rincon
Karime Rivera
Miriam Gabriela Rodriguez
Celeste Amariani Romero
Amira Salas
Yaritza Michelle Salinas
Abelardo Sanchez
Arielle Silva
Alucard Balam Solis Delgado
Fatima Jacqueline Sosa
Omar Sosa
John Anthony Torres
Nathan Elliott Turnbough
Katriel Sadie Van Der Kam
Fatima De Lourdes Varela
Maria Fernanda Vazquez Martinez
Brissia Lizbeth Vazquez Perez
Ebony Itzel Velasquez

My amazing Aviators,

Today marks a momentous occasion. As you announce the universities you will call home 
this fall, we celebrate more than your decisions; we celebrate your journey. At Robindale, you 
experienced many firsts. You are our first graduating class, and this is the first step into college 
life.

You walked through our doors in August 2019, filled with hope and uncertainty. Six months later, 
the world changed, and so did your school experience. Still, you returned, rebuilt traditions, and 
led with courage. You showed resilience and shaped the spirit of this campus.

Because of you, this school has a legacy. As you take this next step, remember you will always 
be our first, and that makes you unforgettable. Lead by example, empower others, achieve your 
dreams, and stay determined.

The sky is not the limit… Aviators, the sky is home. Take flight!

We are forever proud of you. 

Jessica Hinojosa  
Principal, IDEA Robindale College Preparatory 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA SPORTS PARK!
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Diego Ernesto Banda
Jazmin Alexandra Barrios-Hernandez
Gael Nicolas Bravo Casas
Alym Joshua Castillo
Mia Michelle Choy
Jose Rodolfo Contreras
Rodrigo Baldemar Esquibel
Siegfried Jhovannie Galvan
Aiden Everardo Garcia
Jose Luis Garcia
Sergio Garcia Fuentes
Ashley Yamileth Gonzalez
Sebastian Gutierrez
Claudia Elizabeth Guzman
Dalton Patrick Hayes
Evelyn Melissa Hernandez
Alberto Lamas
Bianca Andrea Lopez
Leonardo Lopez
Maximiliano Lopez
Aldo Damian Lozano
Myriam Leticia Mancha
Julian Martinez
Marco Antonio Medina
Alexis Adrian Meza

Pilar Nava Alarcon
Manuel Ortega
Diego Orlando Ortiz
Destiny Precious Paredes
Danna Dayleth Polendo Mata
Ashley Alejandra Puente
Aliyah Nicole Quintero
Adriana Ramirez
Ricardo Aaron Ramirez
Mariah Lee Reyes
Ashley Nicole Reyez
Aaron Rodriguez
Aryana Rodriguez
Rogelio Gael Salinas Rodriguez
Adalberto Sanchez Saldivar
Andres Antonio Segovia
Ana Carolina Torres Guzman
Alexa Judith Vega
Angel Osiel Vega
Jose Guadalupe Vega
Rebeca Velazquez
Miranda Itzel Villarreal
Jose De Jesus Zavala
Julio Enrique Zavala

To the incredible graduating class of 2026 at IDEA Sports Park, 

I want to express my most heartfelt congratulations on reaching this incredibly important 
milestone. The journey has been drastically different for each of you standing here today.  At 
different times, many of you have faced challenges, made mistakes, worried about assignments, 
tests, and deadlines. Yet you accomplished the mission and persevered.  

Ahead of you, you will no doubt face tough decisions and continue to learn things about 
yourselves. My advice: do what is right for YOU. Pursue your dreams, explore, take risks, but 
most importantly act with integrity. While the future may seem uncertain, I want to reassure you 
all -you are ready.  

Thank you so much for letting me serve as your proud principal.  Remember, whatever you 
decide to do and wherever you go, you will always be a proud Stingray! 

Federico Saqui  
Principal, IDEA Sports Park College Preparatory 
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#CSD2026


