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Edgemere, Mesa Hills, Rio Vista

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026

2:30 PM * EL PASO CONVENTION CENTER
ONE CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, EL PASO, TX 79901



COLLEGE SIGNING DAY

CSD 2026

College Signing Day is a celebration recognizing our scholars’ achievements
as they proudly reveal the college or university they will attend this fall.
Additionally, this event marks an important accomplishment for IDEA students,
many of whom will be the first in their families to attend college. These
students have beaten many odds, and their decision to attend and finish
college marks a significant change in the trajectory of their lives.

From tearful speeches to the roar of the crowd, no event represents every
family’s hopes and dreams more than College Signing Day. Though each
senior is embarking on their own journey to and through college, the lessons
and memories they have gained during their time with IDEA will remain with
them for a lifetime.

PROGRAM

Welcome
Alumni Speech
Campus College Reveals
Scholarship Presentations
Senior Thank You Speeches

Contract Signing and Celebration
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LETTER FROM THE

SUPERINTENDENT

Team ¢ Family,

Welcome to my favorite IDEA event of the year—College
Signing Day (CSD)!

College Signing Day is an IDEA tradition unlike any other.
It began as IDEA’s promise to parents: “Your child will go
to college.” Across the Rio Grande Valley, San Antonio,
the Austin metro area, El Paso and Tarrant County, CSD is
an opportunity for our seniors to announce a meaningful
commitment and for our schools and communities to
celebrate everything that led up to this joyful and pivotal
moment.

So, if you want to feel inspired, you’re in the right place.

If you want to feel hopeful about the future of our
community, our country, and our world, stick around.

If you came to cheer on your own student today, don’t be
surprised if you’re screaming for one you have never met.

Across IDEA’s schools, the 3,390 members of the Class
of 2026 have achieved over 15,523 acceptances to
colleges and universities across the country. Today we
learn where everyone is headed.

While this moment is a culmination of sorts, it also
represents a new start for the students who have worked
so hard to get here. So many opportunities, adventures,
experiences, and challenges lie ahead.

For now, this is a day for celebration. For every senior
who declares their college choice on this stage, let’s also
celebrate and be grateful for the teachers, counselors,
principals, parents, siblings, grandparents, mentors,
employers, neighbors, friends, and everyone else who has
supported these students.

Class of 2026: Congratulations! You’re going to college.

Equipr g Familia,

Bienvenidos a mi evento favorito de IDEA del afio:
iCollege Signing Day (CSD)!

College Signing Day es una tradicion de IDEA como
ninguna otra. Comenzé como una promesa de IDEA a los
padres: “Su hijo ird a la universidad”. Hoy, en todo el Valle
del Rio Grande, San Antonio, el drea metropolitana de
Austin El Paso y Tarrant County, CSD es una oportunidad
para que nuestros alumnos de ultimo grado anuncien un
compromiso significativo y para que nuestras escuelas

y comunidades celebren todo lo que condujo a este
momento alegre y crucial.

Asi que, si quieres sentirte inspirado, estds en el lugar
correcto.

Si quieres sentirte esperanzado sobre el futuro de nuestra
comunidad, nuestro pais y nuestro mundo, quédate con
nosotros.

Si el dia de hoy, estds aqui para apoyar a tu propio
estudiante, no te sorprendas si estds gritando por uno que
jamds habias conocido.

En todos los campus de IDEA, los 3,390 miembros de la
Clase de 2026 han logrado mds de 15,523 aceptaciones
en colegios y universidades de todo el pais. Hoy
aprendemos hacia dénde se dirige cada uno.

Si bien este momento es una especie de culminacion,
también representa un nuevo comienzo para los
estudiantes que han trabajado tan duro para llegar aqui.
Tantas oportunidades, aventuras, experiencias y desafios
por delante.

Por ahora, este es un dia de celebracién. Para cada
estudiante de ultimo afio que declara su eleccion de
universidad en este escenario, también celebremos y
agradezcamos a los maestros, consejeros, directores,
padres, hermanos, abuelos, mentores, empleadores,
vecinos, amigos y todos los demds que han apoyado a
estos estudiantes.

Clase 2026: jFelicidades! Vas a ir a la universidad.
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OTTRILL, Ed.D.

CEOQO & Superintendent
IDEA Public Schools



IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
— LEADERSHIP -

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D.

CEO & SUPERINTENDENT

LAYNE FISHER
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF OPERATIONS
& CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

RYAN D. BENETT
CHIEF TALENT
OFFICER

L3

\

I
» 4

CODY GRINDLE
PRESIDENT

OFFICER

DOLORES GONZALEzZ
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT
OF PRE-K-16

JESSICA HESS ALEJANDRA LOYA
CHIEF GOVERNANCE CHIEF OF STAFF

BETHANY SOLIS COLLEEN STEARNS, Ed.D.

CHIEF COLLEGE CHIEF ACADEMIC
OFFICER OFFICER

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

DAMIEN STOVALL

AREA SUPERINTENDENT,
EL PASO AND TARRANT COUNTY

FRANKIE GRAY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, EL PASO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Collin Sewell, Chair David Dunn
Ed Rivera, Vice-Chair and Secretary Stacy Eng
Erich Holmsten, Treasurer Ryan Green
Al Lopez, In Memoriam Gary Lindgren

Naj Atkinson Lilya Matos
Theresa Barrera-Shaw Connie Miner
Nanette Cocero

REGIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EL PASO

Ronnie Lowenfield
Dr. Gilberto Moreno
Marybeth Stevens

Juan Alderete
Jason Chambers
Lawrence Davenport
Jessica Herrera
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SCAN AND SHARE YOUR
CSD MOMENTS—
SEE YOURSELF ON
THE SCREEN!
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Success Team

SENIORS,
DID YOU KNOW?
is here to support you through your college journey!

The IDEA Alumn
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IDEA!

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR GRADES K - 12

APPLY NOW!
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CONGRATULATIONS
IDEA EDGEMERE!

To my amazing Falcons — Class of 2026,

Today we celebrate more than a milestone—we celebrate you. Every late night, every challenge,
and every moment you chose not to give up led you here. You didn’t just arrive at this moment.
You earned it.

Your journey wasn’t always easy. You faced changing expectations, rigorous academics, and
moments that tested your confidence. But through it all, you grew. You learned perseverance, the

power of community, and how to turn obstacles into opportunities.

As you step into what’s next, remember this: success is never achieved alone. Carry your people
with you. Lean on those who believe in you and push you to be better.

Class of 2026, you have left your mark on IDEA Edgemere. Your legacy of excellence and heart
will guide the Fierce Falcons who follow.

Rise up. Fly high. Soar, Falcons, soar.
With pride,

Alejandra Najera
Principal, IDEA Edgemere College Preparatory

CLASS OF 2026

Julian Acosta

Paityn Aguilar

Zachary Amaya

Javier Arriaga-Ahrens
Luis Avalos

Mia Barraza

Tristen Bates

Ingrid Castafieda
Arlene Cervantes Iglesias
Sebastian Contreras
Ruby Cortez

Abril De La Fuente
Sophia Esparza Maese
Adrian Garcia-Estrada
Leonardo Gonzalez
Sebastian Gonzalez

Sebastian Grajeda

Brandon Guzman
Malaki Hermilo

Derek Hernandez
Cristian Juarez

Valeria Lespron-Moreno
Eliana Lopez
Alessandra Luna

Nika Majer

Gilbert Martinez

Valeria Morales Mireles

Arianna Morales
Daniel Nava

Julian Nevarez
Kaydeline Nevarez
Mildreth Olea
Anthony Palma
Isaac Payan

Yareli Portillo Villasana
Gina Prieto Hinojos
Brandon Put

Zoe Raymundo
Johan Reyes Rivera
Raquel Richardson
Abrielle Riley
Katelyn Rodelas
llario Romero
Antoine Ruzima
Sierra Ruzima
Carlos Saenz
Destiny Sagen
Emiliano Salazar
Jeremiah Samper
Ryan Thomas
Ahtziri Vargas
Kaylee Villalobos
Jesse Ware




CONGRATULATIONS
IDEA MESA HILLS!

To our first graduating senior class—the Class of 2026

Today is College Signing Day—and it’'s a moment worth recognizing.

Seniors, this didn’t just happen. This moment represents years of work—every class, every test, every time
you chose to keep going.

That matters.

And as you head into what’s next, remember this—nothing about your future is given. It’s built the same
way you got here: showing up, staying consistent, and pushing through when it gets hard.

As Wolverines, we take pride in that. We don’t back off when things get tough—we push through, we stay
focused, and when something gets in the way... we slash through it and keep going.

To our families and staff—thank you for supporting our seniors along the way.
Seniors—be proud of yourselves. You've earned this moment.
Make some noise for yourselves. Let me hear you SLASH, Wolverines!

Sincerely,

Jennifer Garcia
Interim Principal, IDEA Mesa Hills College Preparatory

CLASS OF 2026

Trinity Aguilar

Daniel Alvarez

Ingrid Alvarez
Jonathan Alvarez
Daelyn Arenas

Angel Barraza

Joshua Brinn

Gabriela Carbajal
Jose Carrera-Cole
Samuel Castellano Moreno
Diana Chacon-Sierra
Sebastian Chavez
Arath Cruz

Camila De La Cruz
Bryan Garcia

Donaji Garcia-Reade
Dante Gonzalez
Julian Gonzalez
Andrea Grajeda

Anna Granados

Carla Guillen Espina
Claudia Guillen Espina
Alexia Gutierrez
Julian Gutierrez
Sebastian Hernandez
Kamaran Hickson
Jorge Huerta Hernandez
Melanie Hund

Melissa Jauregui

Derek Leos

Ingrid Limas Macias
Ariana Lizardo

Logan Lords

Michael Luna

Dereck Machado-Salgado
Alexis Marquez

Tristan Martinez Escajeda
Angel Menchaca

Astrid Mercado Bayona
Mia Miller

Azul Morales
Markus Moreno
Alondra Muioz
Javier Muioz Ibarra
Luis Navarrete Trujillo

Jose Navarro Argumedo

Gael Navarro
Alyssah Ornelas
Nailea Parga
Alberto Parker
Angela Parra Diaz
Adam Paz

Juan Pefia

Samuel Peralta
Pablo Pompa
Angel Ponce
Diego Ponce
Edwin Ramirez Arce
Salvador Rodriguez
Victoria Rodriguez
Manuel Rubio
Ailyn Sanchez
Anthony Scott
Adriana Segovia
Ashley Silva

Alpha Silva Parra

Estephany Suarez-Pifa

Dharma Talavera
Matthew Telles

Arleth Tena Escobedo

Hector Torres
Yakira Torres
Jan Valdovinos
lvan Valles
Edgar Vanegas
Felipe Vargas
Ethan Woder
Gloria Yonca
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CONGRATULATIONS
IDEA RIO VISTA!

Dear Rio Vista Community,

Today, we proudly celebrate College Signing Day and the accomplishments of our exceptional
seniors. This moment represents years of hard work, perseverance, and commitment to their
futures. Whether our students are choosing a university or community college, we honor every
path and the bright potential it holds.

To our seniors: we are inspired by your determination and excited for the opportunities ahead. To
our families and staff: thank you for the support and guidance that helped make this milestone

possible.

College Signing Day is not just a celebration of where our students are going—it is a celebration
of who they have become. Congratulations, Class of 2026! We are incredibly proud of you.

Sincerely,

Patricia Iracheta
Principal, IDEA Rio Vista College Preparatory

CLASS OF 2026

Aliyah Aguirre
Nathan Ahumada
Lyla Alvarez
Montserrat Arellano
Gael Arroela
Genesis Baeza
Mia Barrientos
Juan Beltran
Andrew Bilbao
Diego Carrera

Mia Carrillo
Damian Cineceros
Gael Contreras
America Cordero
Kimberly Cordova
Melanie De La O
Abril De La Fuente
Jessica Diaz

Izrael Elizalde
Brisa Fierro
Andrea Flores
Jose Flores
Paulina Gama
Emiliano Gallegos
Nehemiah Gutierrez
Jazlyn Guzman
Arlette Hernandez

Leslie Hernandez
Mirandah Hernandez
Ethan Hernandez-Cunningham
Mekhi Hillard

Janice Jones

Kevin Juarez

Damaris Leon Martinez
Daniela Lopez

Maleni Lopez-Garcia
Daniela Lucio

Melanie Macias
Joaquin Martinez
Miguel Angel Mata
Mariano Melendez-Chao
Hazel Mendez

Edgar Munoz-Regalado
Sean Oaxaca Lopez
Yareth Ontiveros
Jacquelyn Ramos
Kaleb Resendiz

Luisa Salazar

Brianna Sanchez

Jayden Silva

Leticia Soria
Jaime Torres
Gilse Torres
Robert Wilden
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