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THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026
10:30 AM • WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL CENTER

3401 W. LANCASTER AVE., FORT WORTH, TX 76107

Tarrant County
Achieve & Rise
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Welcome

Alumni Speech

Campus College Reveals

Scholarship Presentations

Senior Thank You Speeches

Contract Signing and Celebration

College Signing Day is a celebration recognizing our scholars’ achievements 
as they proudly reveal the college or university they will attend this fall. 

Additionally, this event marks an important accomplishment for IDEA students, 
many of whom will be the first in their families to attend college. These 

students have beaten many odds, and their decision to attend and finish 
college marks a significant change in the trajectory of their lives.

From tearful speeches to the roar of the crowd, no event represents every 
family’s hopes and dreams more than College Signing Day. Though each 

senior is embarking on their own journey to and through college, the lessons 
and memories they have gained during their time with IDEA will remain with 

them for a lifetime.

PROGRAM

Equipo y Familia,  
Bienvenidos a mi evento favorito de IDEA del año: 
¡College Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day es una tradición de IDEA como 
ninguna otra. Comenzó como una promesa de IDEA a los 
padres: “Su hijo irá a la universidad”. Hoy, en todo el Valle 
del Río Grande, San Antonio, el área metropolitana de 
Austin El Paso y Tarrant County, CSD es una oportunidad 
para que nuestros alumnos de ultimo grado anuncien un 
compromiso significativo y para que nuestras escuelas 
y comunidades celebren todo lo que condujo a este 
momento alegre y crucial.  

Así que, si quieres sentirte inspirado, estás en el lugar 
correcto.  

Si quieres sentirte esperanzado sobre el futuro de nuestra 
comunidad, nuestro país y nuestro mundo, quédate con 
nosotros.  

Si el día de hoy, estás aquí para apoyar a tu propio 
estudiante, no te sorprendas si estás gritando por uno que 
jamás habías conocido. 

En todos los campus de IDEA, los 3,390 miembros de la 
Clase de 2026 han logrado más de 15,523 aceptaciones 
en colegios y universidades de todo el país. Hoy 
aprendemos hacia dónde se dirige cada uno.  

Si bien este momento es una especie de culminación, 
también representa un nuevo comienzo para los 
estudiantes que han trabajado tan duro para llegar aquí. 
Tantas oportunidades, aventuras, experiencias y desafíos 
por delante.  

Por ahora, este es un día de celebración. Para cada 
estudiante de último año que declara su elección de 
universidad en este escenario, también celebremos y 
agradezcamos a los maestros, consejeros, directores, 
padres, hermanos, abuelos, mentores, empleadores, 
vecinos, amigos y todos los demás que han apoyado a 
estos estudiantes.  

Clase 2026: ¡Felicidades! Vas a ir a la universidad.

SUPERINTENDENT
LETTER FROM THE

Team & Family,  
Welcome to my favorite IDEA event of the year—College 
Signing Day (CSD)!  

College Signing Day is an IDEA tradition unlike any other. 
It began as IDEA’s promise to parents: “Your child will go 
to college.” Across the Rio Grande Valley, San Antonio, 
the Austin metro area, El Paso and Tarrant County, CSD is 
an opportunity for our seniors to announce a meaningful 
commitment and for our schools and communities to 
celebrate everything that led up to this joyful and pivotal 
moment.  

So, if you want to feel inspired, you’re in the right place.  

If you want to feel hopeful about the future of our 
community, our country, and our world, stick around.  

If you came to cheer on your own student today, don’t be 
surprised if you’re screaming for one you have never met.    

Across IDEA’s schools, the 3,390 members of the Class 
of 2026 have achieved over 15,523 acceptances to 
colleges and universities across the country. Today we 
learn where everyone is headed.  

While this moment is a culmination of sorts, it also 
represents a new start for the students who have worked 
so hard to get here. So many opportunities, adventures, 
experiences, and challenges lie ahead.  

For now, this is a day for celebration. For every senior 
who declares their college choice on this stage, let’s also 
celebrate and be grateful for the teachers, counselors, 
principals, parents, siblings, grandparents, mentors, 
employers, neighbors, friends, and everyone else who has 
supported these students.  

Class of 2026: Congratulations! You’re going to college. 

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & Superintendent 

IDEA Public Schools
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Collin Sewell, Chair
Ed Rivera, Vice-Chair and Secretary

Erich Holmsten, Treasurer
Al Lopez, In Memoriam

Naj Atkinson 
Theresa Barrera-Shaw

Nanette Cocero

David Dunn
Stacy Eng

Ryan Green
Gary Lindgren

Lilya Matos
Connie Miner

AREA SUPERINTENDENT, 
EL PASO AND TARRANT COUNTY

DAMIEN STOVALL DR. DIONEL C. WATERS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

IDEA TARRANT COUNTY

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TARRANT COUNTY

Cathy Estrada
Jonathan Parker
Erich Holmsten

Alex Jimenez
Jose Guerra

Dr. Dana Fitzpatrick

IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
LEADERSHIP

LAYNE FISHER
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF OPERATIONS 

& CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

JEFF COTTRILL, Ed.D. 
CEO & SUPERINTENDENT

RYAN D. BENETT JESSICA HESS

CODY GRINDLE

CHIEF TALENT 
OFFICER

CHIEF GOVERNANCE 
OFFICER

PRESIDENT

COLLEEN STEARNS, Ed.D.
CHIEF ACADEMIC  

OFFICER

BETHANY SOLISALEJANDRA LOYA
CHIEF COLLEGE 

OFFICER
CHIEF OF STAFF

DOLORES GONZALEZ
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 

OF PRE-K-16
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SCAN AND SHARE YOUR 
CSD MOMENTS—

SEE YOURSELF ON 
THE SCREEN!
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THANKS TO OUR 
COLLEGE PARTNERS

THANKS TO OUR 
SPONSORS

SPECIAL THANKS TO

SCHOLARSHIP GAP SPONSOR

PENNANT SPONSOR
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SENIORS, 
DID YOU KNOW?

The IDEA Alumni Success Team 
is here to support you through your college journey!

Follow us!
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR GRADES K – 12

APPLY NOW!

THE ROAD

BEGINS AT

IDEA!
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CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA ACHIEVE!

C
LA

SS
 O

F 
20

26

Cindy Elizabeth Alvarado
Evangeline Anelly Arredondo
Samuel Arasa
Jose Silvino Barajas
Alan Bernal
Christian James Burnett
Tristian Darnell Bunett
Jorge Canel Lemus
John David Camacho-Sepulveda
Estela Castro-Ramirez
Mauro Christian Cisneros
Damian Carl Combs
Darlyna Corrales Cole
Samantha Abigial Cubas Marquez
Alexandar Cyusa
Destiny Daw
Ian Lestat Del Real
Yael Alexander Del Rio
Yaretzi Escamilla
Nestor Escobedo Bravo
Pablo Alexander Garcia

Bonita Gaspar
Azriel Gaspar Ramirez
Rosemary Gomez
Ava Isabella Gonzales
Robert Guerra
Jordan Beck Houston
Ashely Leja
Carlos Josiah Lozya
Jada Victoria Manning
David Majak Matir
Almendra Medina
Chisofer Mendoza
Marcos Lionel Montiel-Marrero
Daksh Patel
Estrella Alexis Perez
Christopher Rafael Rodarte
Essance Marie Stormes
Ja’Naya Walls
Rylee Williams
Brianna Marie Woods

COLLEG
E

B

O U N D

Dear Trailblazing Class of IDEA Achieve, 

Today is not just College Signing Day — it is a defining moment in the history of IDEA Achieve. You are 
our first graduating class, and because of that, you are more than seniors — you are pioneers. You are the 
foundation, the legacy-setters, and the proof that vision, grit, and commitment produce results. 

When you first walked through the doors of IDEA Achieve Academy, there was no graduating class to 
look up to. There was no blueprint. You helped create the traditions, the expectations, and the standard of 
excellence that will guide every class that follows you. That takes courage. That takes resilience. And you 
have shown both. 

Each college you commit to today is not just gaining a student — they are gaining a leader, a difference-
maker, and someone who understands perseverance. 

As you prepare to walk across the graduation stage, remember this: you carry the name IDEA Achieve 
with you. Wherever you go — universities, careers, the military, entrepreneurship — you represent the 
spirit of a campus that believes in high expectations, strong culture, and relentless pursuit of excellence. 

You have set the bar. You have built the legacy. And you have made us incredibly proud. 

With immense pride and belief in your future, 

Tremayna Thomas
Interim Principal, IDEA Achieve College Preparatory



16 | COLLEGE SIGNING DAY COLLEGE SIGNING DAY | 17

CONGRATULATIONS 
IDEA RISE!

C
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Nickolas Anthony Alonso
Dashell Isaiah Aguilar Cervantes
Rohnique Aloha Lay-Wha Asher
Joselyn Aviles
Veronica Bueno
Ayden Wyatt Coleman
Iniya Idionna Desuze
Carmen Felicita Estrada
Marely Galvan
Andres Garcia
Daniel Armando Garcia Galeano
Jennifer Gureerro
Zoey Marie Gutierrez-Melgar
Kyra Denise Handy
Aaliyah A’Niya Hawkins
Je’Marree Argionni Henderson
Jesus Santiago Hernandez
PrinceElla Cherylisiamae Joy’Lynne Hill-Smith
James Vondell Huntsberry
Josue Irias

Andrea Ruby Jimenez
Mariah LeeShae Langston
Payton James Murray Lehr
Estrella Isabel Lopez
De’Genae Aireon Marshall-Lister
Carlos Yahir Martinez
Steven Joe Narcisso Martinez
Valeria Ceron Morales
Edgar Yair Munoz Roque
Tran Bao Nguyen
Giselle Ariana Ocampo
Misael Perez
BrendaLee Carolina Reyes Rauda
Isabell Marisol Rocha
Beykis Marey Sevilla Hernandez
Annissa Renra Small
Amari M Stafford
De’Shawn Younique Turner
Jennifer Vargas
Amarii Janelle Wiggins

COLLEG
E
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My extraordinary graduates, 
 
Today, we celebrate a historic milestone—100% of you have earned acceptance to a four-year 
college or university. This moment represents far more than letters and scholarships; it reflects 
grit, discipline, and an unshakable belief in what is possible. 
 
As the first graduating class of IDEA Rise College Prep, you did not wait for a legacy—you built 
one. You turned obstacles into opportunities and proved that excellence is not reserved for a 
few, but achievable for all who commit to the work. 
 
You are scholars. You are leaders. You are world-changers. 
 
Wherever life leads you next, walk boldly, dream fearlessly, and remember that you carry the 
strength of this community with you. 
 
We believe in you. We are proud of you. Your story is just beginning. 
 
Congratulations, Class of 2026! 
 
With pride,

Anthony Young
Principal, IDEA Rise College Preparatory
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#CSD2026


