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NOTICE REGARDING PROHIBITION OF POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE:  These organizational prohibitions that apply to your employment or 
other association with IDEA do not inhibit your individual participation in election activities, 
provided you do not use IDEA resources or represent that you are acting as an employee, officer, 
director, volunteer of, or are otherwise affiliated with, IDEA in engaging in such activities.  Examples 
of the types of individual activities that you may participate in include voting, making individual 
financial contributions to candidates from your own funds, volunteering for a candidate or political 
party on your own time (i.e., outside of your IDEA working hours), or running for office.   

 IDEA Public Schools (“IDEA”) is a 501(c)(3) organization under federal income tax law.  By law, 
none of its organizational resources (including volunteer, employee, officer, or director work time) can be 
used for partisan political purposes (that is, supporting or opposing any candidate running for any public 
office).  This is a strict prohibition and any perceived violation could result in a costly investigation by legal 
authorities, and/or the Internal Revenue Service, and IDEA having to pay federal income and/or excise 
taxes and/or losing its tax-exempt status.  Even inadvertent violations of applicable law can result in 
significant legal consequences to IDEA.  Your individual compliance with this prohibition is critical to 
IDEA’s compliance efforts with federal and state laws.  Violations of this applicable law and the Board 
of Directors’ Policy relating to the Prohibition of Political Expenditures may result in termination of 
your employment or association with IDEA and a liability to reimburse IDEA for expenses incurred in 
violation of this applicable law and Board Policy. 

 You are prohibited from engaging in any political activities in the context of your employment or 
association with IDEA.  You are further prohibited from using any of IDEA’s resources for any political 
activities.  “Political activities” includes any communication, statement, expression, expenditure, or 
provision of any support or value supporting or opposing any candidate for elective public office, whether 
federal, state, or local in nature.  “Resources” is defined broadly and includes, without limitation, your time 
working for IDEA, IDEA’s property, technological equipment, vehicles, intellectual property, and all 
associated information (including names, brands, and identifying information).  Additionally, if you are 
aware of information that suggests that political activities have occurred that could be attributed to IDEA, 
you must notify your supervisor immediately.   

 IDEA has not created and hereby disclaims any limited public forum or public forum during IDEA 
events, IDEA meetings, or IDEA activities, except as otherwise required by law (i.e., public comments 
during regular board meetings).  Such public comments are required to be allowed pursuant to applicable 
laws of the State of Texas at IDEA regular meetings.   

 IDEA and any of its affiliated organizations hereby disavow any political statements, publications, 
expenditures, and any other actions taken on behalf of (or in opposition to) candidates for public office.  
Any such statements, publications, expenditures, or other actions are expressly outside of the scope of 
employment or other affiliation of any person employed or otherwise associated with IDEA and any of its 
affiliated organizations, and are hereby expressly made inconsistent with, and outside the scope of, any 
agency relationship (express or implied) that may arise as a result of any person or entity’s employment or 
affiliation with IDEA and any its affiliated organizations.  IDEA hereby expressly disclaims any inference 
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from any failure to make any further disavowal that any acts inconsistent with applicable law and Board 
Policy are ratified or affirmed by IDEA.   

Examples of activities that must be avoided under applicable law and Board Policy include (but are not 
limited to): 

 Making statements that favor or oppose candidates, political parties or ballot measures at any IDEA 
event or meeting or in any IDEA official publication, including IDEA’s social media platforms and 
website. 

 Posting comments that favor or oppose candidates, political parties or ballot measures on any IDEA 
social media, including blogs, Facebook pages, twitter accounts, etc… (including director, officer, 
and staff accounts that are associated with IDEA). 

 Allowing a candidate, political party, PAC, or any group working in a partisan political way to use 
any property or resources of IDEA.   

 Providing a candidate, political party, PAC or any group working in a partisan political manner any 
mailing lists or other data created or maintained by IDEA in any way. 

 Forwarding or otherwise sharing or transmitting an email voice mail message or other electronic 
communication from any candidate, political party, PAC or any partisan political group that came 
to your IDEA email account, IDEA issued cell phone or other IDEA resource.  Do not use your 
IDEA email address or IDEA issued cell phone to subscribe to candidate or political material or to 
otherwise interact with others (including candidates, political parties, PACs, or any persons or 
organizations) regarding any political topics.  If you inadvertently receive candidate or political 
emails or text messages via your IDEA email address or IDEA issued cell phone, delete them and 
unsubscribe your IDEA email address or IDEA issued cell phone number from the pertinent 
electronic list.   

 Viewing candidate, party, or other political events or advertisements online on an IDEA computer 
or other electronic device and through IDEA’s information technology, including internet 
infrastructure. 

 Making statements or handing out literature supportive or critical of a candidate, political party, 
PAC or ballot measure at any IDEA event.   

 Using IDEA copiers, printers, scanners, postage or other resources to make copies of, save, or 
otherwise reproduce or transmit materials in favor of or in opposition to a candidate, political party, 
PAC or ballot measure. 

 Making or receiving phone calls in support of or in opposition to a candidate using your IDEA cell 
phone or telephone or other electronic devices.  If you receive such calls at work, advise the caller 
to call you at home on your personal phone outside of your regularly scheduled working hours. 

 Wearing political buttons or apparel while representing IDEA at any event or meeting or on IDEA 
property. 

 Putting partisan political signs, bumper stickers, political buttons, or other similar materials up in 
your office area or classroom space or on IDEA property. 

 Paying for or attending political events hosted by political parties, campaigns, or other entities using 
IDEA resources. 
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 Submitting or approving a purchase order or financial reimbursement from IDEA for any 
expenditures made by you or any other person relating to any political activity (including the use 
of IDEA credit, debit, charge, or purchase cards). 

 If you are asked or intend to formally endorse a candidate, serve as a member of a campaign, hold 
a leadership position with a political candidate or other campaign, host a political event at your personal 
residence or serve as a “co-chair” or in another leadership or sponsoring capacity, you should ensure that 
such activities are clearly undertaken in your personal capacity consistent with applicable law and Board 
Policy, and that there is no express or implied statement or other communication that suggests that IDEA 
is participating in the activity (or that you are acting on IDEA’s behalf or with IDEA’s authorization in 
participating in the activity).  If any communication identifies your position with IDEA, you must ensure 
that such communication includes a statement that your position with, and reference to, IDEA is for 
identification purposes only.  You may not make any political statements, publications, communications, 
or expenditures that convey, expressly or implicitly, that they are being made at the direction or on behalf 
of, or authorized or paid for by, IDEA.   
 
 If a person holding, campaigning for, or expected to be campaigning for public office is proposed 
or contemplated to appear at an IDEA event, you must request and obtain the approval for such appearance 
from the Chief Executive Officer and Superintendent after consulting with your supervisor.   
 
 Other types of organizations are subject to different restrictions than IDEA and may be subject to 
less stringent rules relating to political activities.  Do not look to other groups to determine whether you 
can do something or for a determination of whether it is consistent with applicable law and Board Policy. 
 
 If you have questions about this notice, please contact your supervisor.   
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