
IDEA Virtual Academy Program Overview 

 

IDEA will provide a limited virtual learning program for ~700 students in Kinder through 6th grade in the 
2021-2022 school year.  

• Qualification Criteria from SB 15 and IDEA Public Schools 

1. The student must be currently enrolled at an IDEA Texas campus in Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
5th or 6th grade. Pre-Kindergarten is not eligible under Texas’s virtual learning law. IDEA Travis 
students are not eligible, either; although the school is operated by IDEA, it is a Midland 
Independent School District campus.  

2. In addition, the recently enacted Texas law that allows virtual learning in public school districts 
sets eligibility requirements based on students’ academic performance and attendance. The full 
list of those requirements is below. Upon receiving a student’s application, IDEA will consult our 
records to determine if the student meets these requirements; families will not have to 
determine that, and most will not need to produce academic or attendance records.  

3. While not an eligibility requirement, priority for virtual learning will be given first to students 
with a health condition known to increase the risk of illness from COVID-19, followed by 
students who live with someone with such a condition. The application requires confirmation of 
student or family health issues from a licensed physician.  

 
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has set academic criteria for virtual learning, and IDEA has 
interpreted those requirements for the grade levels served by IDEA’s virtual learning program.  
Students in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd Grades must meet the following requirements:  

  
• Passed/been promoted from the previous school year  
• Earned a C or better on their End of Year report card in math, science, social studies, 
reading and writing courses in 2020-21 School Year (except kindergarten)  
• Scored at or above the 40th percentile in reading and math on beginning-of-year 
Renaissance STAR (Ren STAR) assessments.   
• Be reading on grade level as assessed by Lesson 1 or higher of their grade’s Reading 
Mastery Transformations (RMT) Instructional Level  

  
Students in 3rd Grade must meet the following requirements:  
• Passed/been promoted from the previous school year  
• Earned a C or better on their end-of-year report card in math, science, social studies, 
reading and writing courses in 2020-21 School Year  
• Scored at or above the 40th percentile in reading and math on beginning-of-year 
Renaissance STAR (Ren STAR) Assessments.   

  
Students in 4th, 5th and 6th Grades must meet the following requirements:  

o Passed/been promoted from the previous school year  
o Earned a C or better on their end-of-year report card in math, science, social studies, 
reading and writing courses in 2020-21 School Year  
o Passed all STAAR exams required for their grade level in 2020-2021  

o Current 4th Graders must have passed the 2020-21 reading and math STAAR 
exams  

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/senate-bill-15-overview.pdf


o Current 5th Graders must have passed the 2020-21 reading, writing and math 
STAAR Exams  
o Current 6th Graders must have passed the 2020-21 reading, science and math 
STAAR Exams  

OR  
o If they did not take STAAR exams last year, students in grades 4-6 must have scored at 
or above the 40th percentile in reading and math on beginning-of-year Renaissance STAR 
(Ren STAR) assessments.   

For all students seeking to learn virtually, TEA has set eligibility criteria based on attendance, as 
well:  

    
• Last year, the student’s total unexcused absences must total less than 10% (~17 days) of 
the 2020-21 school year’s instructional days.   
• To remain enrolled in virtual learning this year, students must maintain fewer than 10 
unexcused absences in a six-month period.   

  
• If more students apply, a lottery will be used to select students and health needs of 

student or family members will be used to prioritize selection. 

• Instruction will be synchronous for 360 daily minutes via TEAMS and will also include 
asynchronous work for students using instructional software (Dreambox, AR, MyOn, 
Imagine) and PE videos daily for 90 minutes. Students will also participate in daily Move 
this World lessons to focus on socio emotional learning 

 

Master Schedule for Teachers and Students  

 

 

  



 

 

 


