
ELA 10 PreAP STAAR 
Distance Learning Packet: 

Week 3 

Directions: 
1. Complete each day’s work.
2. Read for 30 minutes each day.
3. Complete the reading log daily.



3  
Persuasive  
Persuasive



Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill 
in the answer on your answer document. 

Santiago has written the following paper in response to a history assignment. Read 
Santiago’s paper and look for any corrections he should make. When you finish 
reading, answer the questions that follow. 

USS Constitution 

Old Ironsides 

(1) In the late 1700s, as a new American nation was creating its first navy

shipbuilders were busily constructing a great vessel. (2) Trees from almost every 

state in the union provided the necessary wood. (3) Silversmith and patriot Paul 

Revere contributed the copper bolts and spikes. (4) Finally, after three years of 

work, the beautiful ship was ready. (5) USS Constitution entered service in 1797 

as one of the fastest and finest ships in the entire naval fleet. 

(6) The newly commissioned vessel was initially assigned to defend other U.S.

ship’s from pirate attacks. (7) After several successful tours of duty, it returned to 

Washington, D.C., just in time to be refurbished for the War of 1812. (8) USS 

Constitution defeated five British warships, which surprised both the Americans 

and the British. (9) It was during one of those battles that the famous ship earned 

the nickname Old Ironsides. (10) While watching shot after shot strike the side of 

the vessel and fall harmless into the water, one American sailor reportedly 

shrieked, “Her sides are made of iron! (11) See where the shot fell out!” (12) After 

each victory at sea, the ship and its sailors returned to Boston and were honored 

by an adoring public with a parade.  (13) The accomplishments of Old Ironsides 
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helped unite Americans behind the war effort, they boosted morale and ended the 

myth that Britain’s Royal Navy was invincible. 

(14) For the next 40 years, the ship continued its career as a central part of

U.S. naval defense. (15) It served as a flagship for navy squadrons in the 

Mediterranean Sea and in the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. (16) In 1855, Old 

Ironsides was retired from active military duty but continued to serve as a training 

ship and later as a museum. (17) By the 1920s the aging ship was in desperate 

need of restoration. (18) Americans came to the rescue, donating money and 

materials to repair the beloved vessel so that it could be preserved as a monument 

to the nation. 

(19) In July 1997, after another major restoration, Old Ironsides set sail off

the coast of Massachusetts in celebration of its 200th birthday. (20) It was the first 

time in 116 years that the ship had sailed freely under its own power. (21) Planes 

flew overhead, and citizens cheered; sailors aboard two modern naval warships 

stood at attention as they past the historic ship. (22) On that special day Secretary 

of the Navy John H. Dalton addressed the crowd and described the ship as the 

“culmination and embodiment of a navy’s and a nation’s pride and honor, courage, 

and commitment.” 

(23) Today Old Ironsides is still a commissioned naval vessel. (24) It is

manned by active-duty members of the U.S. Navy, who consider the assignment a 

special honor. (25) The legendary ship rests at anchor in Boston, Massachusetts, 

where visitors can tour its decks and learn more about its history. 



1 What change, if any, should be made in sentence 1? 

A Insert a comma after navy 

B Change shipbuilders to shipbuilder’s 

C   Change busily to bussily 

D Make no change 

2 How should sentence 6 be changed? 

F Change commissioned to comissioned 

G Change ship’s to ships 

H Change pirate to Pirate 

J Sentence 6 should not be changed. 

3 What change needs to be made in sentence 10? 

A Change harmless to harmlessly 

B Change the comma after water to a semicolon 

C Change shrieked to shreiked 

D Insert quotation marks at the end of the sentence 



4 What is the correct way to write sentence 13? 

F The accomplishments of Old Ironsides helped unite Americans behind the war effort. 
Boosting morale and ending the myth that Britain’s Royal Navy was invincible. 

G The accomplishments of Old Ironsides helping unite Americans behind the war effort, 
boosting morale and ending the myth that Britain’s Royal Navy was invincible. 

H The accomplishments of Old Ironsides helped unite Americans behind the war effort by 
boosting morale. And ending the myth that Britain’s Royal Navy was invincible. 

H The accomplishments of Old Ironsides helped unite Americans behind the war effort, 
boosting morale and ending the myth that Britain’s Royal Navy was invincible. 

5 What change should be made in sentence 21? 

A Delete the semicolon 

B Change stood to standing 

C   Change they to it 

D Change past to passed 



WRITTEN COMPOSITION: Persuasive 

Read the following quotation. 

The more that you read, the more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, the more places you'll go. 

-from I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!

by Dr. Seuss 

Think carefully about the following statement. 

According to Dr. Seuss, knowledge leads to new opportunities. 

Write an essay stating your position on whether learning always has a positive effect on a 

person's life. 

Be sure to -

• state your position clearly

• use appropriate organization

• provide specific support for your argument

• choose your words carefully

• edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling









PERSUASION
Genre Definition: Text that develops an 
argument and debates a topic in a logical way

Genre Examples: Persuasive essays, editorials, 
persuasive speeches, debates

Thinking Jobs: 
1. Topic
2. What is the author trying to teach or tell me about 

the topic?
3. What is the author’s point of view?
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Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 1 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 2 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 2. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 3 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 3. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 4 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 4. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 5 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 5. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 6 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 6. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 7 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 7. 

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Where the Wild Things Are | QUESTION 8 
Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 8. 

J F G H 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer. 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 
select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 



Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Class Period: ________________________________________ 

Independent Reading Log 

    Day and Date Title Pages 1 question or prediction 

Day: Monday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Tuesday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Wednesday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Thursday 
Date: ______________ 

Day: Friday 
Date: ______________ 
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