
7th SS LEAP Practice Workbook 
Week 3

1. Complete each day's work.
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Chapter 4 The Constitution 

8. Discuss one compromise made to create the Constitution, including how it is demonstrated in the

constitution or the structure of our government.
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The Constitution 

The Constitution is a set of laws that sets out how our federal government works. It lists what the 
federal government can and cannot do and limits the power of the government. We have a limited 
government. The laws in the Constitution are "the supreme law of the land." As you have learned, our 
government is divided in three branches that use separation of powers with checks and balances to 
keep the powers of the other branches under control. 

The Preamble 

The very first part of the Constitution is called its Preamble. It says: 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

insure: make safe or certain 
domestic: of the home or home country 
tranquility: peace 
defence: defense, protection 
posterity: our children or others who live a�er us 
ordain: order 

The focus on liberty and on government having a purpose echoes the rights stated in the Declaration 
of Independence. 

According to the Preamble, the United States government was established for these reasons: 

• to form a more perfect Union: to improve on the Articles of Confederation .
• to establish justice: Justice means the fair and equal treatment of all people under the law.
• to insure domestic tranquility: The US government maintains peace and order.
• to provide for the common defense: Common means shared by all. The government is

responsible for protecting US citizens and states from outside dangers and enemies that
might attack the United States.

• to promote the general welfare: General means all or most everyone. The government passes
laws and enacts policies that better the lives of citizens and improve US society.

• to secure the blessings of liberty: The US protects the freedom of US citizens both now and for









Chapter 4 The Constitution 

6. Where are amendments found in the Constitution?

A. at the beginning

B. in front of the section they are changing

C. at the end of the Constitution

D. in a separate document called the Amendment Process

7. A law that gave people who work for the federal government the right to go to the front of voting

lines would go against what in the preamble?

A. establishingjustice

B. promoting the general welfare

C. providing for the common defense

D. insuring domestic tranquility

8. How do these powers add to the ideal of popular sovereignty and limited powers? Describe how

one relates to popular sovereignty.
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Ratifying the Constitution 

After the delegates signed the Constitution, nine of the 13 states had to ratify (approve) it for it to 
become the law of the land. Their legislatures voted "yes" or "no" on whether to approve it. Five states 
quickly ratified the Constitution. But not everyone was pleased with the Constitution. Some states 
refused to ratify it, claiming it did not do enough to protect individual rights. 

The Federalists 

The people who supported the Constitution were cal led Federalists. They wrote about how the 
Constitution would create a good government. As you might guess, the Anti•Federalists were the 
people against the Constitution. 

Alexander Hamilton 

The Federalists mostly lived in cities. They were businesspeople 
who wanted the federal government to lead the economy. The 
Anti-Federalists were often farmers. They lived in the South or on 
the frontier. They wanted the states to have more power. They were 
especially worried the Constitution did not do enough to protect the 
rights of people. 

To make the case for ratifying the Constitution, Alexander Hamilton 

and James Madison wrote a series of essays known as The Federalist 
Papers. The Federalist Papers were written to persuade the legislature of 
the hold-out state of New York to ratify the Constitution. We would cal I 
them a public-relations (PR) campaign today. Today, people most often 
read The Federalist Papers to get an idea of how the Framers thought the 
new government should work. 













Week 3 Day 5










	Blank Page



