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1. Complete each day's work.
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4. Why was Justinian's Code significant?
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Chapter 6 Ancient Rome 

The Fall of the Roman Empire 

In 410 CE, "barbarians" from France sacked Rome. While the Eastern Roman 
Empire endured, in the minds of most historians, this signaled the fall of 
the Roman Empire. But why did the Roman Empire fall? Let's take a look at 
several of the reasons. 

So cial Causes 

As time went on, something that had once spelled doom for the Republic
pover ty and a growing disparity between rich and poor-took its toll on the 
Empire. More and more Roman families lived in slums, and unemployment 
rose sharply. The Empire also suffered from an overreliance on slavery, 
which made the Romans slow to develop new technologies like the ones 
they had developed the past. Finally, many historians at least partially blame 
Rome's adoption of Christianity as its official religion for its collapse. Since 
citizens no longer worshiped the emperor-and, thus, the state-it became 
easier for them to ignore their civic duties. Christianity also encouraged 
pacifism at a time when the Romans needed to fight to protect their borders. 

Economic Causes 
SachofRome 

Rome had always prospered, in part, due to the wealth it took from the territories 

Roman Coin 

it conquered. As the Empire continued, however, Rome simply ran out of lands to 
conquer, and no new wealth made its ways back to the city. This led to inflation, an 
economic problem in which money loses much of its value. With once valuable Roman 
coins becoming worth less and less, people turned to gold as a medium of exchange. 
The problem was that gold was in short supply. Rome's economy became based more 
and more around a barter system, which stunted the economy even more. 

Rome also suffered from overexpansion. In other words, the Empire simply became too large for 
its own good. Despite its complex system of roads and other infrastructural innovations, it became 
increasingly difficult to transport goods-and especially food-to where they were most needed. 

Political Causes 

You might remember from earlier in the chapter how the Republic collapsed largely due to the 
corruption of its Senators. As the Empire progressed, its government, too, became increasingly corrupt. 
Offices-including even, at one time, the emperors hip-often went to the highest bidder. Citizens 
respected their leaders less and less, and leaders, in turn, did an increasingly poorer job of addressing 
society's needs. 

Military Causes 

One of the main reasons the Roman Empire had been able to grow as much as it did was its first-rate 
military. This military had always depended on its citizens to fill the ranks of its legions. As people 
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