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Week 1

1. Complete each day's work.
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3, Of the three major human achievements that most directly led to the beginning of civilization, 
which one do you think was most important? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Chapter 4 Early Humans and Ancient River Valley Civilizations 

Major Ancient River Valley Civilizations 

The first major ancient civilizations sprung up in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and China. It is 
no coincidence that these civilizations were located along rivers. Rivers provided the water necessary 
for large-scale agriculture to thrive. Large scale agriculture, in turn, laid the foundations for highly
developed civilizations. 

Now let's investigate the ancient civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and China. As 
we go along, review the six characteristics of civilization at the beginning of the chapter and be on the 
lookout for how these civilizations embodied them. 

Mesopotamia 

Historians and archaeologists generally agree that 
the first civilizations sprung up in around 4000 BCE 
in Mesopotamia, a region extending across much of 
modern-day Iraq and parts of modern-day Iran, Syria, 
and Turkey. Because civilization originated in 
Mesopotamia, it is often called the "Cradle of 
Civilization." Because the area in between the Tigris 
and Euphrates River is shaped like a quarter moon 
and once grew a wide number of crops, it is known as 
"The Fertile Crescent." 
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The Fertile Crescent 

Mesopotamia was the site of the world's first 
great cities, of which Uruk is the oldest. The most 
famous examples of Mesopotamian architecture 
are ziggurats. A rectangular 
stepped tower often with a 
temple at the top, a ziggurat 
was a dwelling place for 
priests and gods that was 
made of sunbaked bricks. 

Ziggurat 
Inhabitants of Mesopotamia 

also wrote things down. The script they used was called cuneiform, a system 
which incorporated wedge-shaped symbols whose meanings grew more 
abstract as time progressed. 
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Cuneiform Tablet 
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Chapter 4 Early Humans and Ancient River Valley Civilizations 

3. Which of the fol lowing did houses in the Indus River Valley cities of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa
not have?

A. bathrooms

B. refrigerators

C. underground drainage systems

D. wells

4. The Shang Dynasty saw people make items from _________ on an industrial scale.

A. stone

B. iron

C. bronze

D. gold

s. Of the four ancient river valley civilizations you've studied, which most embodied the
characteristics of civilization as defined in this chapter? Explain your reasoning.
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Activity: How Geography Influences History 

Use the maps and what you've learned in this chapter to answer the questions on your own paper. 

1. Historians and archaeologists
believe that human beings
originated in Africa. Then, around
13,000 BCE, people whose
descendants became known as
Native Americans migrated to the
Americas. Why do you suppose
historians and archaeologists
consider the Bering Land Bridge
crucial to the settlement of the
Americas?
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Chapter 5 Ancient Greece 

3. What do Zeus' characteristics suggest about Greek values? Select two correct answers.

A. The Greeks valued political stability.

B. All Greeks viewed being a soldier as the most noble profession.

C. The Greeks valued law and order.

D. The Greeks never welcomed foreigners.

4. The Odyssey recounts the trials and temptations of the Greek warrior

------------

on his way home from the Trojan War. 

A.Odysseus B.Achilles C. Poseidon D.Apollo

s. What was the significance of the story of Daedalus and Icarus in Greek mythology?
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Politics in Ancient Greece 

The geography of Greece, with its many rivers, mountains, and hills, made it difficult for one ruler or 
group to dominate all of Ancient Greece at the same time. Instead, Greece's geography encouraged 
the development of poleis, or city-states. City-states were cities with their own governments. While 
Athens and Sparta were the most famous examples of city-states, in actuality, they were only two of 
several hundred that filled Greece. Despite the fact that Greeks largely shared a language and culture, 
the city-states maintained a fierce independence for centuries. 

Since there were several hundred city-states existing at the same time, governments did vary from one 
city-state to the next. Generally speaking, however, there were four types of government in Ancient 
Greece: monarchies, oligarchies, democracies, and tyrannies. 

Most prominent at the time Greece emerged from its "dark age," monarchies were ruled by a king who 
had usually inherited his role. 

Gradually, oligarchies, or governments run by a select few, usually wealthy, people in society, 
began to replace many monarchies. Historians consider oligarchies to be the most common form 
of government in Ancient Greece, and city-states often turned to them when democracies proved 
ineffective. 

Democracy is most often associated with its emergence in Athens in the fifth century BCE. Actually, 
however, democracy existed at some points in various other city-states. Democracy sought to include 
the entire body of citizens in the political process. While only a minority of people in a given city-state 
qua I ified as citizens, democracy did set the precedent for the current US government. 

Finally, tyrannies, or governments run by "strongmen" who overthrew those who had ruled before 
them (usually by murder), also played a prominent role in Ancient Greece. Today, the word tyranny has 
a negative connotation; Ancient Greeks, though, did not necessarily see all tyrants as bad people-in 
fact, they often welcomed the law and order tyrants provided. Still, tyrannies, in which one person had 
all the authority, contrasted directly with democracies. 
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