
ELA 6 Week 4 

Distance Learning 

Packet 

Directions: 

• Part 1 Directions

1. Read for 30 minutes each day.

2. Complete the Independent Reading Log after you read

each day.

• Part 2 Directions

1. Read the passage.

2. Answer each question.

3. Complete the Question Justification Sheet for each

question.

4. Make sure you use textual evidence to help justify your

answer and to support your rationale for why the other

answer choices are incorrect.





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 1: 

Independent 

Reading 

 

 



Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Class Period: ________________________________________ 
 

Independent Reading Log 
 

        Day and Date Title Pages 1 question or prediction 

Day: Monday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Tuesday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Wednesday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Thursday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Friday 
Date: ______________ 

   

 



 
 

 
PART 2: 

Reading  

Activity 

 





Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill in 
the answer on your answer document.  

Flying into History 

In 1927, Lindbergh flew past 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
France. 
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1 On a dark May night in 1927, starlight flickered on 
the silver wings of a small plane as it sputtered on 
through the sky. Through the side window, the pilot 
could see the glow of the city of Paris. He glided 
over villages and farms, and then the large 
buildings of the city were beneath him. After 
circling the Eiffel Tower, he began searching for 
Le Bourget Airport. At last he was descending, 
following the lights of the runway. As he drew 
closer, he could see arms waving and hear 100,000 
voices cheering. Charles Lindbergh breathed a sigh 
of relief as his wheels touched the pavement. After 
33½ hours in the air, he had done what no pilot 
had accomplished before. Lindbergh had crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean from New York to Paris in a 
single flight. 

Young Pilot 

2 At age 25 Lindbergh had already become known as an excellent pilot, at least in 
St. Louis, Missouri, where he lived at that time. A veteran of barnstorming, or 
trick flying, Lindbergh had also become the chief pilot for the airmail service 
between St. Louis and Chicago. But Lindbergh longed for more. 

3 Lindbergh decided to accept a challenge offered by New York hotel owner 
Raymond Orteig in 1920. Orteig had challenged pilots to fly from New York to 
Paris in one trip. Several pilots had tried to make this flight and failed. Still 
Lindbergh and other pilots were preparing to attempt the challenge. Most were 
planning to fly large, sturdy planes with multiple engines. Lindbergh believed 
this was the wrong approach. A lighter, smaller plane, with only one person on 
board and a single engine, would conserve fuel and have the best chance of 
completing the trip. 

A Dream Becomes Real 

4 After speaking with some businessmen in St. Louis, Lindbergh convinced them 
to support his idea. They provided $15,000, and Lindbergh searched for a 
company to make his plane. Wherever he went, aircraft makers rejected his 
ideas. But at last, a small company agreed to build his plane. They believed in 
him and completed the project in only two months. 



 Lindbergh with the Spirit of St. Louis. 
This plane can now be seen at the 
Smithsonian Museum in Washington, D.C. 
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5 The plane, which Lindbergh named the 
Spirit of St. Louis, had a unique design. 
Instead of placing the gas tank behind 
the pilot’s seat, as was usually done, 
Lindbergh had it placed in front of him. 
He didn’t want to be caught between 
the tank and the engine if the plane 
went down. However, this meant that 
Lindbergh would not be able to see out 
the front window. He didn’t mind, 
though. “There’s not much need to see 
ahead in normal flight,” he told the 
designer. In order to see, Lindbergh 
had to bank, or tilt, his plane slightly. 
If necessary, he could use a periscope, 
an instrument that helped him see 
objects outside the plane. 

6 Having the lightest plane possible was very important. Instead of using a heavy 
pilot’s seat, Lindbergh wedged a lightweight wicker chair into the plane. He 
packed only the items he considered essential—a raft, a knife, and a flashlight. 
His plane included a few tools, such as oil pressure and temperature gauges, a 
clock, and a compass. His efforts to rid the plane of any unnecessary weight also 
included trimming his flight maps and wearing specially designed lightweight 
boots. 

7 Lindbergh made numerous short test flights in his new plane before flying from 
California to New York in only 20 hours and 21 minutes. With this, he set a new 
transcontinental record. When he reached New York City, he found several other 
pilots there, preparing for their flight to Paris. However, bad weather kept them 
from leaving. 

8 On May 20, 1927, Lindbergh found a small break in the weather. Just after dawn 
he filled extra gas tanks with 450 gallons of fuel, placed them inside the plane, 
and took off. His plane wobbled on bulging wheels down the muddy runway. 
“The Spirit of St. Louis feels more like an overloaded truck than an airplane,” he 
wrote. Although the wind was blowing in the wrong direction and the engine felt 
weak, Lindbergh urged the plane forward. At the last second, it lifted off. It 
cleared power lines by only 20 feet. 

The Flight 

9 Armed with only a few sandwiches and some water, Lindbergh was in for a 
3,600-mile flight. He was already exhausted because he had not gotten any 
sleep the night before. He flew very low over land, ocean, and ice, navigating 
through fog and darkness. His compass and the stars guided him. His body grew 
stiff, and his legs and feet became cramped. At times he felt himself drifting off 
to sleep, so he opened the window and gulped in fresh air to make himself alert. 

10 After 27 hours Lindbergh flew over some fishing boats. “Which way is Ireland?” 
he shouted, but no one answered. So he continued, gaining energy as he flew 
over Ireland, England, the English Channel, and France. 



11 When Lindbergh finally arrived in 
Paris, the excited crowd lifted 
him up and carried him. Later 
royal leaders and the president 
of the United States presented 
him with awards. Lindbergh’s 
incredible journey had made him 
an international star and inspired 
young dreamers everywhere. 

Third party trademarks Spirit of St. Louis® and 

Smithsonian® were used in these testing materials. 

New York 
City 

Atlantic 
Ocean 

Paris 

The Nonstop Flight Path from 
New York to Paris 



1 Which idea is supported throughout the selection? 

A Lindbergh was younger than most pilots hoping to fly from New York to Paris. 

B Airplanes with multiple engines were safest for crossing the Atlantic Ocean. 

C It took Lindbergh years to get the money he needed to build his plane. 

D Lindbergh believed a new strategy was needed to fly from New York to Paris. 

2 Which detail about Lindbergh’s flight supports the idea that he flew the plane low in the sky? 

F Lindbergh used the stars to guide him. 

G Lindbergh called out to fishermen for directions. 

H The plane traveled through poor weather conditions. 

J The plane was equipped with hundreds of gallons of fuel. 

3 The map of Lindbergh’s flight path helps the reader understand — 

A that the hotel owner wanted Lindbergh to be the first pilot to reach Paris 

B why people were able to see the plane when Lindbergh flew over the ocean 

C that Lindbergh had to fly over a large body of water in order to get to Paris 

D why Lindbergh made so many test flights over land before his flight across the ocean 



4 What is the most likely reason the author wrote this selection? 

F To give the history of pilots who have been honored for their contributions to air travel 

G To explain how businesses have impacted the production of planes throughout history 

H To provide information about how the design of planes has changed throughout history 

J To relate the details of an important event in the history of air travel 

5 What is the best summary of the section titled “The Flight”? 

A Charles Lindbergh asked people for directions as he flew over fishing boats on his long 
flight to Paris, France. 

B Charles Lindbergh received awards from royalty and the president of the United States 
after he flew from New York to Paris. 

C Charles Lindbergh was the first pilot to complete the difficult nonstop flight from New York 
to Paris and became an international hero. 

D Charles Lindbergh flew across the Atlantic Ocean with only a compass and the stars to 
help him navigate through fog and darkness. 

6 The main idea of paragraphs 4 and 5 is that the Spirit of St. Louis was — 

F rejected by most manufacturers Lindbergh approached 

G sponsored by local businessmen 

H completed in a short period of time 

J constructed specifically to satisfy Lindbergh’s requirements 



“Flying Into History” | QUESTION 1 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“Flying Into History” | QUESTION 2 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“Flying Into History” | QUESTION 3 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“Flying Into History” | QUESTION 4 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“Flying Into History” | QUESTION 5 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“Flying Into History” | QUESTION 6 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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