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Directions:  

• Part 1 Directions 

1.  Read for 30 minutes each day.  

2.  Complete the Independent Reading Log after you read 

each day.  

• Part 2 Directions  

1. Read the passage.  

2. Answer each question.  

3. Complete the Question Justification Sheet for each 

question.  

4. Make sure you use textual evidence to help justify your 

answer and to support your rationale for why the other 

answer choices are incorrect.  

 

 

 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 1: 

Independent 

Reading 

 

 



Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Class Period: ________________________________________ 
 

Independent Reading Log 
 

        Day and Date Title Pages 1 question or prediction 

Day: Monday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Tuesday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Wednesday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Thursday 
Date: ______________ 

   

Day: Friday 
Date: ______________ 

   

 



 
 

 
PART 2: 

Reading  

Activity 

 





Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill in 
the answer on your answer document.  

A Picture of Peace 

1 When she was just seven years old, Michelle knew with certainty that she 
wanted to be a photographer when she grew up. That year she received her first 
camera, a small disposable one to use on the family vacation. At first she 
randomly clicked the button, not giving much thought to what she was doing. 
When her father examined her blurred images and aimless shots, he advised 
Michelle to look through the lens and think about what the resulting picture 
would look like. The next day Michelle saw a family of ducks, and remembering 
what her father had said, she lay down on the ground and waited for a duckling 
to waddle near her. That picture still hangs on her bedroom wall. 

2 Now, six years later, Michelle was attempting to capture a sunset for a local 
photography contest. She groaned as storm clouds rolled in before the sun had 
a chance to cast its vibrant colors across the sky. 

3 “Mom, I don’t think I’m ever going to get this shot!” Michelle complained, 
putting her camera equipment on the kitchen table and sighing with 
exasperation. 

4 “Still no luck?” Mom asked. “Why don’t you use one of your previous 
photographs? You have some captivating pictures on the computer.” 

5 “I can’t—the contest rules specifically say the photos have to be taken with 
a traditional camera, not a digital one. We turn in the roll of film, it gets 
developed, and then we choose which picture we want to enter into the contest, 
just to make sure everything is fair.” 

6 “I hope the weather clears up by the weekend, then, but I’m wondering 
why a sunset is so important,” Mom mused. 

7 “The theme of the contest is tranquillity,” Michelle explained. “I have 
pictures of the cat lounging in the sun, light reflecting off the calm water in the 
pond—images like that. But honestly, I feel most peaceful when I study the 
colorful display of an evening sunset, and I’m hoping the contest judges will feel 
the same way when they see a picture of the sunset,” Michelle said with another 
sigh. 

8 Six-year-old Zach came out of his room when he saw Michelle. “Hi! What 
are you doing? Are you going to take more pictures? You want to take a picture 
of me? Look!” Zach put both arms over his head in a muscle-man pose. 

9 “Not right now, Zach,” said Michelle, laughing at his juvenile antics. “I have 
to do my homework and think about something besides the contest.” Zach 
frowned and went back into his room. 
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10 The next afternoon Michelle felt inspired when she saw clear skies, so she 
again set up her equipment on the hill behind her house as Zach ambled along 
beside her. Soon the sky glowed orange, gold, and pink as the sun drifted 
toward the horizon. 

11 “This is it, Zach,” Michelle whispered hopefully as she carefully lined up her 
shot. “If the colors show up just right, I think I’ll have the winning picture.” 

12 “It’s just a silly sunset. They happen all the time. I think you should take 
one  of  me . . .  see, I can be peaceful.” Zach closed his eyes and lay on the 
grass. 

13 Michelle grinned. “Maybe tomorrow; I’m waiting till the sun reaches the 
ground. Right . . .  about . . . now.” Michelle clicked the camera button. “That 
was perfect!” she exclaimed triumphantly. “Let’s go home.” 

14 The next morning Michelle woke earlier than usual, pleased with her 
picture-taking accomplishments. Picking up her camera, she paused, noticing 
that she could take one more picture to complete the roll of film. She walked 
across the hall to Zach’s room and stood outside the door. “Hey, buddy, want me 
to take your picture now?” When she heard nothing in response, she opened the 
door and peered inside. Zach, normally as active as a fly in a doughnut shop, 
was on his stomach sleeping quietly. Stuffed animals were scattered around 
him, a teddy bear was tucked under one arm, and a blanket was wrapped 
possessively around one foot. Sunlight cast its beam across his back. Carefully 
Michelle knelt down and took a picture. “Mom will like this,” she thought, as she 
shut Zach’s door quietly. 

15 A week later Michelle hurried her mother into the photo shop that was 
hosting the contest. The clerk handed her the envelope with her pictures in it 
and reminded her: “Remember, there is a one picture maximum, and it must be 
from this group of photos.” 
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16 Michelle nodded as she moved to a table. Her hands trembled as she 
opened the envelope, and she began to look at her pictures one by one. The cat 
one was cheery; he certainly looked content. The pond picture was tranquil, too, 
with its still water. But the sunset picture was the one she was most eager to 
see. There it was: bright colors layered toward the sky, and the sun delicately 
balanced on the horizon. It was as near perfection as Michelle had dreamed it 
would be. 

17 Then, as she casually glanced at the last photo, she paused. Her eyebrows 
rose as she studied the photo of Zach. She looked back at her photograph of the 
sunset, which suddenly seemed less perfect. She deliberated on the better 
choice until the clerk called for final submissions. 

18 “Here it is—my winning entry,” Michelle announced, handing over the last 
picture of the bunch. 
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1 Read this sentence from paragraph 14. 

Zach, normally as active as a fly in a doughnut 
shop, was on his stomach sleeping quietly. 

The author’s use of a simile in this sentence conveys to the reader that Zach usually — 

A has trouble falling asleep 

B feels sick from eating sweets 

C has a great amount of energy 

D likes to sleep late in the morning 
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3 Read the dictionary entry. 

capture \ kap-ch r\ v
1. to gain control by force 2. to
hold someone’s interest 3. to take
an opponent’s piece in a game 4. to
preserve a mood, scene, or quality

Which definition most closely matches the way the word capture is used in paragraph 2? 

A Definition 1 

B Definition 2 

C Definition 3 

D Definition 4 
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5 Read this sentence from paragraph 10. 

Soon the sky glowed orange, gold, and pink as 
the sun drifted toward the horizon. 

In what way does the imagery in the sentence contribute to the story? 

A It emphasizes how difficult it is to photograph the colors of a sunset. 

B It explains why Michelle thinks a sunset is a good subject for a photo. 

C It shows that nature is the best source of inspiration. 

D It suggests that Michelle is a talented photographer. 
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2 What is the main theme of the story? 

F Recognizing an unexpected opportunity can have surprising results. 

G Enjoying an activity is more important than winning. 

H Younger siblings require a lot of patience and kindness. 

J It is more rewarding to work with others on a task than to work alone. 



4 What is the best summary of the story? 

F Michelle has been interested in photography since she was seven years old. She decides to 
enter a photography contest hosted by a local photo shop and must take a picture to 
express the theme of the contest, which is tranquillity. She takes pictures of a sunset, a 
cat, a still pond, and her sleeping brother. 

G Michelle tries to take a photograph of a sunset for a contest. Her little brother is very 
interested in what she is doing, and he wants her to take a photograph of him. After she is 
satisfied with her sunset picture, Michelle photographs her brother while he is sleeping. 

H Michelle has difficulty photographing a sunset for a photography contest she wants to 
enter. She finally gets a good sunset picture, and she also takes a picture of her sleeping 
brother. At the last minute she selects the photo she thinks best illustrates the contest 
theme of tranquillity. 

J Michelle enters a photography contest that requires the use of a traditional camera. The 
theme of the contest is tranquillity. After getting the pictures developed at the photo shop, 
Michelle reviews her photos and selects the one she thinks will help her win the contest. 



6 Why are the events in paragraph 14 important to the plot? 

F Michelle takes the photo she will decide to submit for the contest. 

G Michelle has more film available than she realizes. 

H Michelle takes a photo that will please her mother. 

J Michelle keeps her promise to her brother. 



7 Which sentence from the story best supports the idea that taking great photographs requires 
some effort? 

A When her father examined her blurred images and aimless shots, he advised Michelle to 
look through the lens and think about what the resulting picture would look like. 
(paragraph 1) 

B That picture still hangs on her bedroom wall. (paragraph 1) 

C “We turn in the roll of film, it gets developed, and then we choose which picture we want 
to enter into the contest, just to make sure everything is fair.” (paragraph 5) 

D “I have to do my homework and think about something besides the contest.” 
(paragraph 9) 



“A Picture of Peace” | QUESTION 1 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“A Picture of Peace” | QUESTION 2 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

F G H J 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 

  

  

  

 



“A Picture of Peace” | QUESTION 7 

Part 1: Circle the correct answer for Question 1.  

A B C D 

Part 2: Provide justification for your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 3: Provide justification for why the other answer choices that you did not 

select were incorrect.  

Incorrect Answer Rationale 
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