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Week 2

1. Complete each day's work.





Week 2 Day 1





1 BELIZE 
. .,,_. 

\ 
---r'y

') 
,. );�AS 

GUATEMALAK& ,,,...,,-
NICA

/
/0-:.. 

 
NICARA

f---------, 
 

EL SALVADOR COSTA�--::·--\

Native American Empires 

The Mayans 

A few Native American cultures became mighty 
empires. They conquered and ruled large portions 
of the Americas. The Mayans ruled much of 
southern Mexico and Central America. Rulers 
of the Maya were believed to be god-like. The 
succession of leadership was kept within the 
family line. There are some instances where a 
woman ruled over a city-state to uphold the 
lineage. Mayan society had an elite, middle, and 
lower class. The rich lived in the city. whereas 
the poor lived towards the edges of town. 
Unlike other Native American empires, the 
Mayan empire ended before Europeans arrived. 
Historians think fighting within the empire led to 
the fall of the Mayans. Many also think disease or 
some natural disaster may have led to the end of 
the Mayan Empire. 
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Map of Mayan empire 
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Activity1 
Choose one of the innovations mentioned in this section. Do extra research on the invention 
and write a paragraph on your paper on how it impacted the Age of Exploration. Present your 
findings to the class. 
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Chapter 3 Age of Exploration 

Spanish Conquests 
Soon after Columbus, the Spanish came to the Americas in increasing numbers. The Spanish conquerors 
who colonized the Americas became known as conquistadors. They mostly impacted what is today 
Mexico, Central and South America, and parts of the Caribbean. They also had some impact in what the 
United States is today. In the east, they established the colony of Florida. The Spanish explored large 
areas of what is now the US Southwest. Many of them went in search of 
"golden cities" which they believed existed. They never found such cities 
because they were a myth. Eventually, Spain controlled parts of New 
Mexico, Texas, Arizona, and California. 

Hernan Cortes Conquers the Aztecs 

In 1519, Hernan Cortes landed on the east coast of Mexico. He had 
fewer than six hundred men. But Cortes was very good at making 
friends with local Native Americans and persuading them to join him 
to overthrow the Aztec Empire. Many of these natives did not like Aztec 
rule. They fought with Cortes, helping him to succeed. However, disease 
also played a role. More Aztec Indians died from smallpox than from 
Spanish guns and steel. 

Hernan Cortes 

Excerpt from a Letter from Hernan Cortes to King Charles of Spain 
Moctezuma came through the center of the street, attended by two lords, one upon his right, and 
the other upon his left hand, one of whom was the same nobleman who, as I have mentioned, came 
to meet me in a I itter; and the other was the brother of Moctezuma, lord of the city of lztapalapa, 
which I had left the same day; all three were dressed in the same manner, except that Moctezuma 
wore shoes, while the others were without them. He was supported on the arms of both, and as we 
approached, I alighted and advanced alone to salute him; but the two attendant lords stopped me to 
prevent my touching him, and they and he both performed the ceremony of kissing the ground; after 
which he directed his brother who accompanied him to remain with me; the, latter accordingly took 
me by the arm, while Moctezuma, with his other attendant, walked a short distance in front of me, 
and after he had spoken to me, all the other nobles also came up to address me, and then went away 
in two processions with great regularity, one after the other, and in this manner returned to the city. 

Francisco Pizarro Conquers the Incas 

The lncan Empire was even larger than the Aztec Empire. The Incas ruled much of what is now 
western and northwestern South America. It seemed foolhardy for anyone to take on the Incas. But 
in 1531, Francisco Pizarro landed in what is now Peru with fewer than two hundred soldiers. But he 
had modern firearms and horses, both of which were completely new-and terrifying-to the Incas. 
Like Cortes, Pizarro was a skillful diplomat and a shrewd strategist. He captured Atahualpa, the lncan 
emperor, and eventually had him executed. Like Cortes, Pizarro was skillful at finding Native American 
allies. His success led to an entirely new Spanish empire centered in what is now Peru. 
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