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Week 2

1. Complete each day's work.
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Chapter4 American Colonies 

E. John Rolfe saved the Virginia colony through curiosity about tobacco and how best to
cultivate it.

F. John Smith married Pocahontas, but after their divorce she married John Rolfe.

G. John Smith and Pocahontas may have had a romance, but she married John Rolfe.

2. Describe two ways in which Native Americans helped the English settlers in Virginia

and Massachusetts.

3. Which sentence best describes the relationship between various natural resources found in the
New World?

A. Tobacco was best for the French, while codfish was most important to the English.

B. Tobacco was best for the Virginia colonists, while beaver pelts were most important to
the French.

C. Codfish was best for the Spanish colonists, while wood and forest products were most
valuable for the English.

D. Beaver pelts, tobacco, and gold and silver were all equally important in the different colonies.

4. Imagine that you have visited both Jamestown and Plymouth. You are now back in England, where you
describe the similarities and the differences between these two colonies. Write the letter to a friend, one

who knows a good deal about the Pilgrims, the Puritans, and the adventurers who settled Jamestown.
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Geography and Resources of the Colonies 

Climate and Topography 

The Northern Colonies enjoyed a cool climate. The winters were long and hard. But the colonists adapted 
to the challenge. They became first-rate loggers and fire-tenders. The Southern Colonies were much 
warmer, with mild winters and long, hot summers. The settlers learned to do their hardest work in the 
winter months. In both cases, the English colonists adapted to their new environment. 

The English colonies grew up along the sea coast. Port towns like Jamestown and Plymouth expanded 
inland as their populations grew. Boston, New York, and Philadelphia were settled later, following the 
same pattern. The new cities and towns provided lots of interesting work. Carpenters, coopers (barrel 
makers), silversmiths, and shipbuilders found it easy to get work. So did blacksmiths and ropemakers. 
Coach makers did the finest, most detailed, work and earned the most money. 
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