
SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
Bilingual/ESL Services 
IDEA offers Bilingual/English as a Second Language (“ESL”) services for English language learners 
who are limited to their English proficiency. The program is designed to assist students identified as 
having Limited English Proficiency with development in language – listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The goal of this program is to provide additional English language assistance to students, 
enabling them to become academically successful in all classes. Students are assessed with state-
approved Oral Language Proficiency and Norm-Referenced Test to qualify for placement in the 
program. If the test results indicate either limited oral or limited cognitive academic English ability, 
the student (with parent approval) is provided additional English language support. 
 
Special Education Services 
IDEA has the responsibility of identifying, locating, and evaluating individuals with disabilities who 
are 5 to 21 years of age and who fall within the school’s jurisdiction. If you know or suspect that 
your student has a disability, please contact the Special Education department at your child’s school 
for information about available programs, assessments, and services. Parents of new students should 
advise the school of any previous IEPs or special services their child received in the past.  
 
Special education services are specifically designed to meet the unique needs of students with 
disabilities. Each student who receives special education services has an Individual Education Plan 
(“IEP”), which is developed by a team that includes but is not limited to a general educator, special 
educator, a school psychologist, a school administrator, and the child’s parent/guardian. The team 
considers the student’s disability and determines appropriate accommodations, supplementary aids, 
and/or services that are necessary for the student to participate in the general curriculum. 
 
All special education services are provided in the least restrictive environment, which may be special 
education settings, general education settings, or a combination or both. All students receiving special 
education services are educated to the maximum extent appropriate with their non-disabled peers as 
well as participating in all school activities on the same basis as students who are not disabled.  
 
As Type 1 Charter Schools, IDEA Schools in Southern Louisiana work closely with the school district 
and avail themselves of the full continuum of services for which the district provides placement.  
IDEA complies with Louisiana laws and the policies of the LEA who authorized our charter.   
 
 
Providing Assistance to Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special 
Education Services 
If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, the parent may contact the Special Education 
Coordinator to learn about IDEA’s overall general education referral or screening system for support 
services. This system links students to a variety of support options, including referral for a special 
education evaluation. Students having difficulty in the regular classroom should be considered for 
tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or behavior support services that are available to all 
students, including a process based on Response to Intervention (“RtI”). The implementation of RtI 
has the potential to have a positive impact on IDEA’s ability to meet the needs of all struggling 
students.  
 



Parents are entitled to request an evaluation for special education services by presenting a written 
request to the principal. IDEA must, within 15 school days of receiving the request, either (1) give the 
parent an opportunity to give written consent for the evaluation or (2) refuse to provide the evaluation 
and provide the parent with written notice that explains why the child will not be evaluated. This 
written notice will include a statement that informs the parents of their rights if they disagree with 
IDEA. Additionally, the parent will receive a copy of the Rights of Parents of Students with Disabilities.  If 
consent for evaluation is obtained, IDEA must complete the evaluation and report within 45 school 
days of the date IDEA receives the written consent. IDEA must give a copy of the evaluation report 
to the parent.   
 
Section 504 Services 
IDEA provides a free appropriate public education to each qualified student with a disability, 
regardless of the nature or severity of the student’s disability. A “student with a disability” is one who 
has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of the student’s major life 
activities, has a record of having such impairment, or is regarded as having such impairment. A student 
with a disability is “qualified” if he or she is between the ages of 3 and 21, inclusive.   
 
An appropriate education is the provision of regular or special education and related services that are 
(1) designed to meet the student’s individual educational needs as adequately as the needs of students 
who do not have disabilities are met; and (2) based on adherence to procedures that satisfy federal 
requirements for educational setting, evaluation and placement, and procedural safeguards.   
 
Qualified students with disabilities will be placed in the regular educational environment, unless IDEA 
demonstrates that education in the regular environment with the use of supplemental aids and services 
cannot be achieved satisfactorily. Should an alternate educational environment be necessary, IDEA 
will comply with all legal requirements regarding least restrictive environment and comparable facilities 
for students with disabilities. In providing or arranging for nonacademic and extracurricular services 
and activities, IDEA will ensure that a qualified student with a disability participates with students 
who do not have disabilities to the maximum extent appropriate.   
 
To be eligible for services and protections against discrimination on the basis of disability under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, a student must be determined, as a result of an evaluation, to 
have a “physical or mental impairment” that substantially limits one or more major life activities. If a 
student has or is suspected of having a disability, or requires special services, parents or teachers should 
contact the Principal for information concerning available programs, assessments, and services.    
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